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Eugenics returns 


he perverse and murderous doctrine of racial 
eugenics still finds support. Late last year a 
secretive conference took place at University 
College London, organised by James 
Thompson, an honorary senior lecturer at 
the university. This was the third such conference — and 
a notable participant in the first two was Richard Lynn, a 
leading proponent of eugenics. 

It was racial eugenics theory that led to the sick 
experiments carried out under the Nazis by doctor Josef 
Mengele, the notorious “Angel of Death”. Mengele, a 
member of the SS, was one of those responsible for 
selecting victims for the gas chambers in Auschwitz. He 
also carried out deadly experiments on Jewish and other 
prisoners, including children, especially twins. Mengele, 
like several other Nazi criminals, escaped to South America 
after the war, with the help of the 


conferences were held. This issue of Searchlight includes 
an eight-page special report, including new analysis 
and some material from our archives looking at past 
campaigning work against eugenics. 

In recent years Searchlight has often drawn attention 
to the growing links between the far right and Vladimir 
Putin’s regime in Russia. Now it is the Traditional Britain 
Group, which forms a bridge between outright fascists 
and the Conservative right, that is in the spotlight. An 
announcement on the TBG’s Facebook page on 30 January 
complained that the “liberal-Left Facebook Stasi” had 
permanently removed the TBG’s original page. The TBG 
had therefore set up a VKontakte page as this social media 
outfit “are not attacking patriotic pages”. VKontakte — or 
VK -— is a Russian social networking service available in 
several languages and is the most popular website in Russia. 

Incorporated in January 2007, it is 


Vatican-organised “rat line”, and was . ’ based in St Petersburg. 

never prosecuted. Back in Austria, It Was racial eu genics the Ory This is not the first link between the 
his family agricultural machinery ° ° TBG and a Russian outfit. Last year 
business prospered. that led to the sick experime nts Searchlight revealed that articles by 


IG Farben, which later became 
Bayer, had financed Hitler’s rise to 


carried out under the Nazis 


Gregory Lauder-Frost, the TBG’s vice- 
president and treasurer — who has 


power and helped finance Mengele’s by doctor Jo sef Mengele, the a conviction for theft from his then 


work by buying prisoners from the 


death camps to work as slave labour notorious ‘Angel of Death’ 


in its factories. The company also 
made huge profits from exploiting the 
results of Mengele’s experiments. 

One man who attended last year’s London Conference 
on Intelligence was Toby Young, whom Theresa May later 
appointed to the board of a government higher education 
body. He lasted a matter of days before being forced to 
abandon the appointment after publicity about his offensive 
tweets. May had chosen him because of the claimed success 
of Free Schools, which he has championed. The truth is that 
many of these schools have failed, including one set up by 
Young himself. There is speculation that May wanted Young 
to head the campaign against the “no platform” policy that 
has prevented Nazis and racists from speaking at many 
higher education establishments. 

UCL’s president and provost, professor Michael Arthur, 
has condemned eugenics as “complete nonsense” and the 
university is investigating the circumstances in which the 
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employer, an NHS health authority — 
featured on the website of a Russian 
thinktank called Katehon. One of the 
members of Katehon’s supervisory 
board is Leonid Reshetnikov, a retired lieutenant-general 
in the Russian foreign intelligence service. Another is 
Alexandr Dugin, a fascist with close ties to the Kremlin. 
Since the start of 2018 British anti-fascists have been 
working with allies across Europe to build a new, energised 
common front to counter the resurgent enemies of 
democracy. It will need intelligence and courage to hold 
back the evils of fascism and racism in many European 
countries. On 17 March, UN anti-racism day, Searchlight 
will join thousands of people on the streets to say no to 
racism, Islamophobia, antisemitism and fascism, to declare 
that refugees and migrants are welcome here and to stand 
in solidarity with all who resist the enemies of democracy. 
La lotta continua. They shall not pass. ® 


Gerry Gable, editor 
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Reports round-up ByJack Mills 


Media coverage offers boost for 
alt-right academic Jordan Peterson | 


® ontroversial Canadian 
academic Jordan Peterson has 
shot to fame in Britain after 
an interview with Channel 4 News’s 
Cathy Newman, followed by a gushing 
profile by Tim Lott in the Observer 
newspaper. 

The interview with Newman, 
which was more challenging than 
the Observer piece, led to Channel 4 
having to call in security specialists 
after Peterson’s alt-right fans began to 
send Newman threats. 

Lott’s profile briefly mentioned 
Peterson having been labelled as 
“alt-right”, but quickly went on to 
explain that he was just railing against 
the “left-wing establishment”. Lott 
completely omitted the huge amount 
of funding and support Peterson has 
received from the Canadian alt-right 
YouTube channel Rebel Media, which 
employs a number of prominent far 
right figures in Britain. 


Denied 


In April last year, Peterson was 
denied a federal research grant for 
the first time in his career, which he 
claimed was as a result of his high- 
profile stand against legislation that 
added “gender identity” and “gender 
expression” to the Canadian human 
rights and criminal codes. 

In response Rebel Media picked 
up the tab after launching a 
crowdfunding drive for Peterson, 
which raised 195,230 Canadian 
dollars (around £112,000). Peterson 
has been involved with Rebel since 
2016, when he first came under 
fire for his reactionary positions on 
Canadian academic life. 

One of Peterson’s early appearances 
on Rebel, in October 2016, was an 
interview with alt-right video blogger 
Lauren Southern, who has since left 
the channel. 

The interview saw Peterson explain 
“where SJWs come from” — SJW or 


6| Searchlight 


Jordan Peterson 


a key figure in 
Canada’s alt-right 


social justice warrior being a term of 
abuse the alt-right uses to describe 
people with progressive politics. 

Peterson has either appeared on 
Rebel or been one of the topics of a 
Rebel video on at least 26 occasions 
since 2016. These videos have picked 
up 2.3m views on YouTube. The 
vast majority of the videos are about 
supposed “free speech battles” on 
university campuses. 

Another early Peterson appearance 
was on Gavin McInnes’ show — 
another host who has now quit the 
Rebel channel. McInnes is the founder 
of alt-right street fighting gang the 
Proud Boys. The title of the video was 
“Bloody neo-Marxists have invaded 
the campuses”. The theme of an 


oppressive left restricting the rights of 
individuals is common in Peterson’s 
work and has seen him pick up a large 
following among the alt-right. 

In June 2017 Peterson was a 
headline speaker at The Rebel Live, 
an event organised by the channel in 
Toronto and attended by 800 fans and 
supporters. 


Stormer 


Other speakers included McInnes, 
British alt-right YouTuber Caolan 
Robertson and Faith Goldy, who 

was kicked off Rebel after the 
Charlottesville protests for appearing 
on a neo-Nazi podcast linked to the 
Daily Stormer website. 

Peterson’s loyalty to the channel 
has been repaid, with Rebel posting 
several videos promoting his new 
book 12 Rules for Life. 

The book’s release is the reason 
Peterson visited Britain. One video 
was a lengthy subscriber-only 
interview conducted over Skype by 
Rebel founder Ezra Levant at the 
end of 2017, discussing Peterson’s 
“extraordinary year — and his exciting 
plans for the future”. 

Neither Lott’s profile nor Channel 4 
News mentioned Peterson’s extensive 
connections with the far right 
YouTube channel, although Newman 
did at least confront Peterson over 
his reactionary views and links to the 
alt-right. 

Nearly all the coverage Peterson 
received in the British media since the 
interview with Newman has also failed 
to mention any of these links. 

When such figures visit Britain, the 
media outlets that cover them need 
to ensure they don’t omit such vital 
background information. 

At best it gives people like Peterson 
a veil of respectability that they don’t 
deserve, while at worst it can help to 
normalise the hatred these alt-right 
media figures are pushing. 
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Is Raheem Kassam set to 
quit his Breitbart post? 


Raheem Kassam, former aide to ex-UKIP leader Nigel Farage, is still 
London editor for the alt-right media platform Breitbart as Searchlight 
goes to press - but could he be about to leave to join a new political 
movement? 

Kassam has so far survived the departure of Steve Bannon from 
Breitbart, following Bannon’s very public falling out with US president 
Donald Trump, despite Kassam having backed Bannon. 

The potential move comes as UKIP is once again imploding, having just 
ditched its latest short-term leader Henry Bolton. UKIP is “dying a slow and 
painful death”, according to Kassam, who said: “If UKIP continues to be a 
party that operates mostly out of the self-interests of its higher-ups, and 
not in the interest of Brexit, then it’s fair to say it has become a greater 
impediment to Brexit than anything else.” 

With reports that Farage is holding talks with millionaire former UKIP 
backer Aaron Banks over a new political vehicle, could Kassam be about to 
part ways with Breitbart and reunite with his former boss? And if he does 
leave, will he be jumping ship or being pushed? 
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GI continues low 
level activities 


ince its first publicity stunt on Westminster Bridge, 
central London, last October the handful of people in 


the British offshoot of the extreme right Generation 
Identity group have continued to carry out anti-Muslim 
stunts, hold meetings and post on social media. 

The group’s level of activity is reminiscent of what 
banned neo-Nazi group National Action did before it had 
drawn together enough young fascists to organise its own 
protests and marches. 

The public face of GI is far right activist Jordan Diamond, 
who posts online using the pseudonym James Windsor. 
Diamond has been particularly busy, having travelled 
around the UK and visited identitarian activists in France on 
two occasions for protests — one of which was banned. 


Twitter 


GI’s activity has led to its Twitter account being banned 
by the site, but Diamond is still free to use his personal 
account to pump out the organisation’s propaganda. 

GI can still be found on Instagram (which is owned 
by Facebook) and is now on the far right-friendly social 
network Gab.ai. Tweets by Diamond have been shared by 
Katie Hopkins, the racist former Apprentice candidate who 
joined Rebel Media earlier this year. 

Rebel’s UK employees have been close to Diamond and 
GI. As we reported in the last issue of Searchlight, Stephen 
Yaxley-Lennon (aka “Tommy Robinson”) met with Austrian 
identitarian leader Martin Sellner and his American alt-right 
video blogger girlfriend Brittany Pettibone. 

Diamond’s anti-Muslim activity has including putting 
a poster outside Didsbury Mosque, the mosque attended 
by Manchester Arena bomber Salman Abedi. This follows 
a visit to the area by Robinson where he shot a video 
describing Muslim residents as “enemy combatants”. 

GI is taking educating its members in its ideology 
seriously. Diamond’s visit to Manchester coincided with a 
GI study circle to discuss “metapolitics”, the term far right 
activists use to describe non-electoral political activity that 
spreads their ideas and reinforces their racist worldviews. 

Shortly before the end of last year, Diamond walked up 
Mount Snowdon in Wales taking the shortest and easiest 
routes up and down the mountain. Photographs from 
Diamond’s simple hike are now appearing on GI social 
media accounts, overlaid with graphics containing the 
group’s symbols. 

In London, the group has distributed flyers in Piccadilly 
Circus, put stickers up outside universities and postered 
anti-vehicle barriers blaming Mayor of London Sadiq Khan 
for the barriers, which are actually to prevent attacks by 
people using vehicles to plough into pedestrians. 

As Searchlight goes to press GI has a meeting planned in 
Newcastle, likely to be hosted by Sebastian Seccombe who 
is close to Diamond and also active in the group. 
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The Football Lads Alliance is not the first example of the far right trying to recruit on 
the terraces. Tash Shifrin and Martin Smith put the street movement in context 


here is a lot you can 

do with a football 

hooligan. I met a 

group of these the 

other day, none of 
whom could have told me the names 
of the last three prime ministers or 
the whereabouts of Angola, but all 
whom knew the names of New York 
bankers who had financed the Russian 
Revolution. Someone had been 
working on them. It was difficult to 
decide whether they were pathetic or 
dangerous, victims or aggressors; easy 
to see them as both.” So said Martin 
Webster, national organiser of the 
National Front, in 1978. 

The Football Lads Alliance is not 
the first far right organisation in 
Britain that has attempted to recruit 
football hooligans — or ordinary fans 
— to its cause. Here, we want to set 
the development of the FLA, and its 
internal strains, in a wider context 
of how fascists and the far right have 
taken this route elsewhere. 

Birmingham on 24 March was set 
to be the next big show of strength by 
the FLA, the emerging far right racist 
street movement based on football 
hooligan firms. Its first demo in 
London last June drew around 5,000, 
pulling in some genuine football fans 
alongside the hooligan hardcore, to 
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Tash Shifrin 

and Martin 
Smith write 

on the Dream 
Deferred website 
dreamdeferred. 
org.uk where 
you can find their 
earlier reports on 
the FLA 


listen to a string of Islamophobic 
speeches. Its second outing, in October 
last year, showed how fast the FLA had 
grown — it was at least twice the size of 
the first demo, with probably between 
10,000 and 15,000 on the streets. 

But as Searchlight goes to press, it 
is hard to predict what will happen in 
Birmingham. Alongside its worryingly 
rapid growth, tensions have developed 
into a battle for control of the 
emerging movement. 


Senior members of several hooligan 
firms involved in the FLA have set up a 
“True FLA / Democratic FLA” (DFLA), 
challenging founder John Meighan 

for the leadership after disagreements 
blew up over money, political direction 
and lack of accountability. Key 
Meighan allies, such as one-time right 
hand man Phillip Hickin, have now set 
out their stall against him. 

It is clear that members of Spurs, 
West Ham, Arsenal and Millwall 
hooligan firms — who were at the core of 
the FLA when it started — are involved 
in the move against Meighan, along 
with elements associated with clubs in 
the Midlands and the north of England. 

As we go to press Meighan is 
intending to stage an FLA march in 
Birmingham, while his rivals have 


called their own demo, also in the city 
but with a different assembly point in 
a bid to seize the initiative. It is not 
clear what will happen on the day. 

But neither the FLA’s successes 
nor its trials and tribulations are 
unique. Fascist football gangs have 
formed a core element of Germany’s 
Islamophobic street movement 
Pegida. And the authors of this piece 
have seen for ourselves the large-scale 
involvement of hardcore football firms 
in Poland’s enormous “independence 
day” marches, which are organised 
and led by fascist groups. 

Fascist organisations and racist 
ideologues have also sought to 
organise around the football in Britain 
through the decades. 

In the spring of 1978 the nazi 
National Front launched a leafleting 
and recruitment drive outside a number 
of football clubs. It was particularly 
active in the London area — most 
notably at Arsenal, Chelsea, Millwall, 
Spurs and West Ham. The NF’s initial 
success encouraged it to target Leeds 
and clubs across the Midlands. 

In the early 1980s the NF and the 
British Movement targeted hooligan 
firms that were already involved in 
football-related violence. The fascist 
groups sold their newspapers outside 
grounds and on the terraces. 
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The NF’s youth paper Bulldog had a 
regular column titled “On the Football 
Front”, which exhorted fans to join 
the “fight for race and union”. Bulldog 
contained accounts of NF members 
attacking black football supporters or 
harassing black players. 

The strategy deployed by the NF 
and the BM around football grounds 
was simple and straightforward: it 
was to recruit football supporters 
directly into their ranks. 


Hitler 


Combat 18, formed in 1992, took a 
different approach. C18 originally 
provided security for the British 
National Party, which by then was 
Britain’s largest nazi party. The 18 in 
its name was derived from the initials 
of Adolf Hitler. 

C18 split from the BNP in 1993. 

It developed a more extreme nazi 
political position. It attracted a 
hardcore following from violent 
football firms such as the Chelsea 
Headhunters, along with skinheads 
from the white power music scene. 

In the mid-1990s C18 controlled a 
large slice of the lucrative white power 
music business, organising gigs and 
selling CDs and merchandise. The 
battles to control the money led to the 
implosion of C18 in 1998. 

Fast-forward to 2009, when 


Like previous far right movements 
the EDL recruited from hooligan 
firms. But the tactics it deployed 
were different in two important ways. 
First, the EDL started out as a street 
movement, unaffiliated to any existing 
fascist or far right party. Second, it 
originally put forward only a very a 
minimal programme, one that claimed 
to only oppose “Islamic extremism”. 

From its inception ex-members 
of the BNP — including Tommy 
Robinson — and assorted fascists led 
the EDL. But they did not articulate 
the BNP’s programme, instead 
claiming to be “not racist, or violent”. 

But we saw with the EDL’s “march 
and grow” strategy that the growing size 
of its early demos gave fascist elements 
the confidence to harden up the racist 


street movement and widen its targets. 


It was only after its initial successes, 
and a series of internal wrangles, 
that it developed into a more openly 
fascist-type organisation, prepared to 
target trade union buildings, socialist 
meetings and protesting students 
alongside Muslims. It was at this 
stage that arguments about political 
direction, leadership and finance 
opened up. 

The FLA is a similar beast to the 


EDL. But it began with an even more 
cautious approach, claiming only to be 
against “extremism”. Just as the early 
EDL sought to distance itself publicly 
from the BNP, so the FLA began by 
trying to distance itself from the EDL. 

But as we have pointed out from 
the start, when we reported on its first 
demo in June last year, the FLA is a 
similar organisation of hooligan firms, 
mobilising through anti-Muslim racism, 
linked to Islamophobic ideologues — 
such as Toni Bugle, who spoke at its 
first demo — and with harder fascists 
seeking to build within it. 

Just like previous fascist and far 
right movements that have attempted 
to recruit on the terraces, the FLA is 
subject to internal ructions (see box). 

Continuing tensions could fracture 
the FLA. But its implosion cannot be 
guaranteed. The shake-down in the 
FLA could create a stronger more 
openly racist organisation with a more 
clearly defined racist programme, at 
least for internal consumption. 

Just as we did with the NF in the 
1970s, Combat 18 in the 1990s and 
the EDL in more recent years, the 
antifascist movement will need to 
expose the FLA’s politics and mobilise 
against it on the streets. e 


What's behind the divide in the FLA? 


of the Sweden Democrats, a suit- The current leadership battle was partly provoked by concerns over finances - we exposed 
wearing Eurofascist party, in Malmo. in the last issue of Searchlight how Meighan had set up a company, with himself as sole 

He explained his strategy for building director, to channel the thousands of pounds made from FLA merchandise. Leading 

an “anti-jihad” street movement: to figures within the FLA want to know where all this money has gone. 

“reach out to more physical groups The control of merchandising operations and the siphoning off of the profits played a major 
like football fans, get them involved”. role in destabilising Combat 18 and the EDL. 

“Your average intellectual is happy Meighan’s challengers have also established a 20-strong “council” of “guardians” from the 
typing on his PC, but we’ve reached different hooligan firms, to tackle the lack of accountability of the FLA leader's dictatorial approach. 
the end of that road,” he noted. Tactics - such as whether to have the third demo in Manchester or Birmingham - have been 
Pulling in football fans meant “you in dispute. And the general political direction is a source of unrest too. Many inside the FLA have 
get the numbers”, he added. “And been keen to ditch the controlled “no banners, no chanting” rules of the first two FLA demos. 
they’re not scared as well. Everybody The pressure to harden up the FLA’s politics has already had results - we have seen 
else is scared of being beaten up and much more explicit material posted on its social media outlets, including links from the nazi 
attacked. They’re not scared of that.” organisation Generation Identity. 

Lake liaised with figures who There is also a desire for a political voice alongside the street mobilisations. It is notable that 
could bring together the football leading individuals on both sides of the FLA’s power struggle have joined a new joint liaison group 
hooligan firms into an organisation. - UK Freedom Marches - alongside former EDL leaders, ex-BNP members, hardened nazis such as 
The English Defence League was the Eddie Stampton, far right military veterans and UKIP MEP Bill Etheridge. 
result. A key figure in the beginning UKFM wants to coordinate the various far right street organisations and establish a “political 
was well known hooligan Jeff Marsh, direction”. Leaders of the DFLA have also met UKIP’s acting leader and notorious Islamophobe 
while “Tommy Robinson” (real name Gerard Batten, who also met “Alan Lake” in the early days of the EDL, to negotiate a discount 
Stephen Yaxley-Lennon) ran with the UKIP membership rate for their activists. 

Luton hooligan firm the MIGs. 


businessman Alan Ayling, under the 
alias Alan Lake, addressed a meeting 
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arren Osborne is the latest lone-actor terrorist 
from the extreme right in Britain, jailed for 
murdering Makram Ali and injuring others 
in an attack on worshippers at Finsbury 
Park mosque, north London. Some cases, 
like that of Thomas Mair who murdered Jo Cox MP, gain 
a high profile and capture the wider public imagination. 
But many more remain largely forgotten, such as those of 
killers Pavlo Lapshyn or Zack Davies. Indeed, there is often 
a public reluctance to recognise extreme right violence as 
terrorism. 

Why do such people get drawn into inflicting harm on 
others for a political cause? Where do they get their politics 
from? Answers are never clear-cut and each case has 
many variables. The most salient point from the academic 
literature on this topic is that there is no simple profile of a 
lone-actor terrorist from the extreme right. However, what 
all these cases seem to combine are two important factors: 
an underlying personal vulnerability and the influence of 
an extreme ideology cultivated by a wider milieu. 

The research to date shows that extreme right lone actor 
violence often emanates from an individual with some 
element of personal instability. This is typical of lone 
actor terrorists from other ideological backgrounds too, 
including Islamists. Such instabilities might be a chronic 
mental health condition, such as depression or anxiety. In 
many cases, the presence of such conditions also leads to 
long-term social isolation, as was the case with Thomas 
Mair. Other issues might include alcoholism, prominent in 
Darren Osborne’s background and a condition that can also 
lead to a generally unstable way of life. 


In one way or another, these types of issues in the Paul Jackson is 
lives of those who go on to act violently create situations a senior lecturer 
where they have time on their hands, develop deep-seated in history at 
frustrations and become interested in radical alternate Northampton 
perspectives. University, 

However, if they are to become violent and act on a set specialising in 
of ideological messages, lone-actor terrorists also need the — extreme right 
influence of a wider extremist culture. Lone actors need to ideology today 
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Paul Jackson 


Our regular commentator examines how far right 
and Islamophobic ‘hate preachers’ like Tommy 
Robinson can influence lone-actor terrorists 


Inspired to kill 


think they are fighting on behalf of a wider community of 
activists who endorse their actions. 

Typically, this comes through one of two types of 
relationship with larger extreme right organisations. 
Sometimes the relationship is one-way: the individual 
engages with materials through subscriptions to 
publications, websites and social media. In other cases, 
it might be a two-way relationship and the individual 
develops an attack having been a fringe member of an 
extreme right group. The latter often become frustrated 
with a lack of action and decide to take matters into their 
own hands. 

By engaging with the wider extreme right, those who 
go on to become lone-actor terrorists absorb the views of 
powerful and — for them at least — convincing ideologues, 
people who in one way or another help cultivate a profound 
sense of outrage and anger. They become fascinated by 
the extreme right’s stark “us against them” messages, 
and clear sense of national or racial identity under attack. 
Some, such as Mair, take this ideological messaging from 
American neo-Nazism. Others, including Osborne, are 
inspired by the deeply Islamophobic views of Britain First, 
and people like Stephen Yaxley-Lennon, more widely 
known as Tommy Robinson. 


Justification 


Often, high-profile leader figures accused of being the “hate 
preachers” of the extreme right, such as Yaxley-Lennon, 
will go on to defend themselves by saying that they are 
free to express their views, that they have not incited 
specific acts of violence and that they have no links with an 
individual terrorist. But those who act violently, typified by 
Osborne, do not necessarily need their ideological heroes 
to openly advocate specific acts of violence and terrorism 
to feel inspired to act violently. All they need from their 
political leaders is a powerful sense of moral justification 
for violent acts. 

In other words, extreme right radicalisation is not 
usually about leaders directly instructing followers to carry 
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out specific attacks. It is typically characterised by angry 
and impassioned figures, like Yaxley-Lennon, suggesting 
and presenting potent and emotive arguments in a 
sustained way, which then makes violence seem necessary 
to some of their audience. This toxic mood is then taken 

up and given detail in the minds of those who have already 
developed a sense of extreme frustration and go on to plot 
a specific act of violence. This type of interaction is what we 
see in case after case, including that of Osborne. 

Yaxley-Lennon’s online material, in particular, seems to 
have formed the basis on which Osborne developed a sense 
of moral justification for his act of terrorism. Osborne, 
however, clearly radicalised himself and worked out his 
specific attack without support from others. 

Nevertheless, Yaxley-Lennon — along with Britain First 
leaders Paul Golding and Jayda Fransen, whose words 
Osborne also read avidly — need to ask themselves why 
such a figure was able to feel justified in carrying out a 
terrorist act from reading their materials. 

This latest case of extreme right terrorism tells us it 
is important to recognise how people turn to violence 
through a mixture of ideological influences and personal 
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Darren Osborne 
was jailed for a 
minimum of 43 
years after his 
deadly attack 


vulnerabilities. Both issues are important if we are to tackle 
the problem. Crucially, this does not mean that mental 
health conditions and issues of social isolation should be 
used to explain away extreme right terrorism. 

When in court, the mental state of Thomas Mair was not 
deemed to be a mitigating factor for his murderous attack. 
Similarly, Darren Osborne was noted as suffering from 
depression, alcoholism and a history of criminality — all 
typical elements of the profile of a violent lone actor. As 
with Mair, none of these issues alone explains his turn to 
violence. They simply help to reveal a picture of a man with 
social isolation issues and addiction problems, who then 
turned his anger towards Muslim communities. 

The underlying vulnerabilities that lead to some people 
leading lonely, isolated and frustrated lives need to be 
tackled by more general political solutions. 

However, in order to tackle the issue of extreme right 
radicalisation, new thinking is needed on how to limit the 
impact of the vocal and emotive leaders of the extreme 
right and their ability to foster dangerous and racist anger 
in people like Osborne. As this case has shown, their words 
have a deadly power. ® 
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Jacob Fleming exposes Poland's former environment 
minister, his role in logging in a threatened primeval forest 
- and his links to antisemitic conspiracy theorists 


Poland: 


into 


the woods 


shake-up of the Polish 

government brought 

a clutch of new 

ministers, appointed 

in two tranches — on 
11 December 2017 and 9 January 
2018. Among the departures was Jan 
Szyszko, who was removed from his 
post as environment minister. But 
Szyszko has a habit of coming back — 
and his activities are worth a closer 
look. 

Szyszko, Poland’s minister of the 
environment in the periods 1997- 
99, 2005-07 and 2015-17, is closely 
connected with antisemitic and 
pro-Kremlin elements who sponsored 
his campaign and support his anti- 
ecological politics. 

Antoni Macierewicz, the defence 
minister axed in the shake-up, and 
Szyszko are closely connected with 
the Redemptorist priest Tadeusz 
Rydzyk, owner of Radio Maryja, daily 
newspaper Nasz Dziennik and TV 
station TRWAM. Rydzyk founded a 
private university, which employs 
Szyszko and to which Szyszko gave 
public money from his ministry. 
Rydzyk has been one of the richest 
and most influential political figures 
on the right for many years and 
his supporters are Poland’s most 
prominent antisemites. 

Both politicians behave publicly 
like Monty Python characters. It is 


and anti-fascists in 
Poland 
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By Jacob Fleming 


difficult to say whether they really are 
ultra-crazy, but their comic behaviour 
certainly hides scandal. 

Macierewicz is connected with 
people who have strong links with 
Russian forces and the antisemitic 
weekly magazine Glos (Voice) 
published from 1977 to 1981. Szyszko 
also has connections with antisemitic 
businessmen who support the Putin 
regime and have business links in the 
East. They helped him to legitimise 
his anti-ecological politics using 
antisemitic and pro-Kremlin rhetoric. 

Szyszko appears to embrace the 
“chemtrails” conspiracy theory — the 
belief that contrails left by high- 
flying aircraft consist of chemical or 
biological agents — and calls for this 
to be investigated. Sometimes he 
appears with bishop Antoni Dydycz, 
a supporter of the Law and Justice 
(PiS) party, the largest group in the 
Polish parliament and the country’s 
ruling party. He portrays himself as 
a practising Christian and accuses 
ecological activists of “communism, 
genderism and Satanism” for 
defending the threatened Bialowieza 
Forest and the wild animals shot by 
hunters. 

As environment minister, Szyszko: 
@ paid 55,000 zloty (£11,700) 
to a friend who sang in two live 
performances at minor conferences 
@ gave 6m zloty to Foundation 


Independent Media, led by PiS 
journalists and members of his family 
@ took part in an illegal bloodbath of 
pheasants. 

Most infamously Szyszko authorised 
a huge increase in the amount of 
logging permitted in Bialowieza Forest, 
a Unesco world heritage site and one of 
Europe’s last primeval forests. 

Last year an interim decision of 
the European Court of Justice, in a 
case against Poland brought by the 
European Commission, ordered that 
felling should stop, except where trees 
have to be cut to ensure public safety. 

Szyszko claimed last year that 
cutting was needed to contain damage 
from a beetle infestation and to 
prevent forest fires. Environmentalists 
believe this is an excuse for 
commercial logging in protected 
forests. Some ecological activists 
who protested in Bialowieza, which 
is home to Europe’s largest herd of 
bison and unique birds and insects, 
were attacked by forest guards using 
nationalistic rhetoric. 

Szyszko has his own network of 
“activists” who support his politics for 
their own purposes. During the battle 
between ecologists and forest guards, 
a group calling itself Association 
SANTA, from the town of Hajnowka 
on the edge of Bialowieza, put up a 
banner reading: “Pseudo-ecologists 
destroyed the forest.” 
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Bison still roam’ 
inthe threatened 
primeval forest 


SANTA claims its members are the 
“true ecologists” and supports Szyszko’s 
battle against the beetles. It disregards 
the fact that the wood from the felled 
trees is sold but the beetle-infested 
bark remains in the forest. That is 
hardly surprising considering that the 
president of SANTA, Walenty Wasiluk, 
is the owner of a multimillion-zloty 
timber company. 

SANTA supported Szyszko’s election 
campaign. Its vice-president, Leon 
Chlabicz, has declared that the tree 
knows that it is needed for human 
beings and that being felled is to fulfil 
its purpose. Other statements from 
SANTA have a more sinister tone, for 
example claiming that the Rothschilds 
created wildlife charity the WWF and 
that Rockefeller is probably the founder 
of Greenpeace, which was created to 
further the interests of “worldwide 
Jewry’. Wasiluk claims he was 
kidnapped from hospital by Jews who 
took him to a synagogue when he was 
one year old. 

SANTA’s people seem to have no 
hesitation in making ludicrous but 
deeply antisemitic statements to 
liberal journalists. Such stories sound 
like comic conspiracy theories but 
they easily evolve into serious hate 
speech. In 2013, when PiS was not in 
government, Chlabicz gave a speech in 
which he claimed that Jews emerged 
from the desert calling themselves 
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the chosen people so that they could 
control other people. 

He called Jews an alienated people 
whose genetics and psychology 
favoured an artificial world. Then he 
showed a fake Old Slavic calendar, 
which he claimed was more than 
7,000 years old, to “prove” that Slavs 
were the older civilisation. All this 
was to demonstrate that since time 
immemorial “everything that swims, 
stands and rides” was built from 
wood, and the forest was created by 
humans just to produce wood. 

Cutting trees in Bialowieza was 
therefore right. The only person who 
seemed to share their views was the 
minister, who was even prepared 
to step up conflict with the EU to 
maintain logging. 

The price of wood is low but 
15 companies profit from cutting 
the trees and more than 150 from 
transporting the wood. In an official 
statement the minister said the 
wood would be used to manufacture 
furniture or to burn for energy. 

Wasiluk argues that the only way 
to protect Bialowieza is through it 
being annexed by Russia. That is 
why Szyszko claims that, although he 
knows of SANTA he is not aware of its 
political position. 

Of Hajnowka’s 21,000 inhabitants, 
60% are members of the Poland’s 
Belarusian minority, who mostly 


live in eastern Poland. A local 

fascist group, Narodowa Hajndwka 
(National Hajnowka), has escalated 
ethnic conflicts and members have 
been convicted of hate speech against 
Belarusians. During the battle for the 
forest the group organised patrols 
against ecological activists. 

After Szyszko was dismissed as 
environment minister, he attracted 
the support of another ecological 
organisation, the Ecological Youth 
Forum. In an open letter to Jarostaw 
Kaczynski, the chair of PiS, the 
group wrote: “The leftists tricked 
you and you do not recognise what is 
normality and what is abnormality.” 

They called the new minister of 
agriculture and rural development, 
Krzysztof Jurgiel, a “liberal lefty 
since the 1990s”, although he has 
been active in right-wing Catholic 
parties since 1990. But all becomes 
clear when it is realised that the 
Ecological Youth Forum (founded in 
2017 in Hajnowka) is led by Marcelina 
Puchalska, who worked for Szyszko’s 
ministry. It is probably not the last we 


have seen of Szyszko. * 


Searchlight | 13 


Photos: Frank Vassen (main) and Arno Mikkor 


Words are weapons 


Fascists have Known the power of words from the beginning. But why did so many 
people fail to listen to anti-fascists’ warnings? Alfio Bernabei reflects on history and 
what these issues mean for us today, as the shadow of the 1930s looms large 


ascism began with words, not a revolution. 

A persuasive language centred on the cult 

of nationalism reiterated through simple, 

repetitive sentences, all centred on the promise 

of “putting the interests of our country first”, as 
one so often hears today. 

Mussolini, as a journalist and newspaper editor, was 
very good with words. One of his closest advisers who later 
became Fascist Party secretary, Michele Bianchi, also came 
from journalism. Their promises to make Italy great again 
were weaponised and made seductive with assurances 
of cultural superiority. They presented other cultures as 
inferior or as a threat, hence the need to instil in people the 
belief of belonging to a privileged race, capable of achieving 
great results and requiring for this a participative, 
militaristic ethos — a spirit of revolt. 

Many people are worried about the language being used 
on both sides of the Atlantic today. Some even believe that 
the power of this new language, imbued with nationalistic 
fervour, has already caused great, perhaps even irreversible 
damage. 

No wonder so many voices raise warnings and make 
comparisons with the early 1930s. Any country can be 
vulnerable to an early-1930s climate — including one in 
which the repetitive, populist language is spoken with 
conviction not by the son of a blacksmith but by ex-public 
school pupils, with or without a spell at Eton. A question: is 
there a Mosleyite component in Brexit? 


Amused 


I remember a press conference at the Italian Embassy in 
the early 1990s when Silvio Berlusconi had stepped into 
the political arena flanked by people like Umberto Bossi, 
the leader of the racist Northern League, and the former 
secretary of the Fascist Party, Gianfranco Fini. The British 
journalists were amused. They could only laugh at the idea 
that anyone should treat a country with such a triumvirate 
in charge with any respect whatsoever. 

Indeed, the fascist revival the trio represented was 
treated as an anomaly confined to Italy — the sick man of 
Europe. How could it be otherwise with such vulgar and 
dangerous buffoons getting millions of votes? A journalist 
from the Financial Times, suppressing laughter, asked 
whether the problem with Italy was not due to the fact 
that the press gave so much space to people like Bossi. 
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Mussolini and 
Hitler were well 
aware of the 
power of words 
and propaganda 


Stop giving him the oxygen of publicity and the man will 
disappear. It seemed so simple then. 

Now that the bug has spread throughout Europe and 
beyond, without sparing Britain, the time has come to 
consider the truly important question that is also a bit of 
a tragic dilemma: what to do when one begins to perceive 
that history is moving in a certain dangerous direction, yet 
there is not sufficient readiness or preparation or indeed 
willingness to divert its course? An article titled When 
it’s Too Late to Stop Fascism According to Stefan Zweig, 
written by George Prochnik, appeared last year in the New 
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In spite of Mussolini's dictatorship, 
which was already in place by 1926 for all 
to see, why didn’t words pile up to builda 

concrete wall of resistance against Nazi- 
fascism? Why that catastrophic failure 


Yorker dwelling on this dilemma and referring to passages 
in Austrian author Zweig’s last book, The World of 
Yesterday, written in 1941. “For the benefit of subsequent 
generations, who would be tasked with rebuilding society 
from the ruins (Zweig) was determined to trace how the 
Nazis’ reign of terror had become possible, and how he and 
so many others had been blind to its beginnings.” 

“It is a law of history,” Zweig wrote, “that 
contemporaries are denied a recognition of the early 
beginnings of the great movements which determine their 
times.” Zweig, Prochnik observed, “was only too aware 
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with language and deeds? 


that the nationalistic passions expressed in the First World 
War had been compounded by new racist ideologies in 

the intervening years. The economic hardship and sense 
of humiliation that the German citizenry experienced 

as a consequence of the Versailles Treaty had created a 
pervasive resentment that could be enlisted to fuel any 
number of radical, bloodthirsty projects.” 

Zweig reflected on the moment in which “the word” 
had still the power to react against the organisation of lies 
and propaganda, until Hitler “elevated lying to a matter of 
course”, just as he turned “anti-humanitarianism to law”. 

By 1939, Zweig wrote, “Not a single pronouncement by 
any writer had the slightest effect . .. no book, pamphlet, 
essay, or poem” could inspire the masses to resist Hitler’s 
push to war. It was too late. We hear of poets who seek 
to capture the fleeting moment before it vanishes, of film 
directors rushing to catch the light before it goes - maybe 
there is a political equivalent. 

But let’s return to Italy where it all started nearly 100 
years ago. Indeed, next year will mark the 100th anniversary 
of the foundation of the Fasci di Combattimento (the 
Fighting Fasci) in Milan, a date that will probably bring on a 
flood of renewed analysis of the new political movement that 
no one was expecting. Those now focusing on the 1930s will 
have an opportunity to reflect on events in Italy during the 
previous decade and ask why this long time wasn’t sufficient 
to heed the warnings and take measures that might have 
discouraged Mussolini’s pupil, Adolf Hitler, from forging 
ahead with his own variant. 

In spite of Mussolini’s dictatorship, which was already 
in place by 1926 for all to see, why didn’t words pile up to 
build a concrete wall of resistance against Nazi-fascism? 
Why that catastrophic failure with language and deeds in 
spite of so many voices raising the alarm? 

The summer of 1922 was the time when Mussolini and 
fascism could and should have been stopped. Mussolini 
could count on only 35 MPs elected in 1921 and was 
spreading terror, flanked by armed gangs. This illegal militia 
could have been overcome by the regular army. But what 
was driving the fascist movement with growing effectiveness 
was propaganda based on language imbued with 
nationalistic rhetoric. This was pumped through Mussolini’s 
daily, I] Popolo d'Italia. It was all based on variants of “Let’s 
make Italy great again — Italy first,” and so on. A fight had 
to be picked with enemies within the country and outside, 
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Syivia and Silvio 


An exhibition about Sylvia Pankhurst and Silvio Corio 


hosted by ANPI London 


16 March - 13 May 


One hundred years ago, as the Representation of the People Act 
was extending democratic rights in Britain, a threat was about to 
emerge in Italy that would destroy democracy and pave the way to 
the events leading up to WW2. 


Sylvia Pankhurst, her partner Silvio Corio, and their circle of friends 
in Soho, were among the first to raise the alarm. 


Alfio Bernabei presents an exhibition based on his book and TV 
documentary Dangerous Characters. 


Charing Cross Library, 4-6 Charing Cross Road, 
London WC2H OHF 


Photo: LSE library 


all in the name of patriotism. The noble race, the Italian 
bloodline, la stirpe, had to be protected. 

Curiously, in spite of the fact that Mussolini had been 
a paid agent of the British secret service at a time when JI 
Popolo dTtalia had been deemed a useful tool in convincing 
neutral Italy to join the war on the side of Britain, by July 
1922 he was accusing Britain of treating Italy like a vassal 
state, using the crude analogy of leeches sucking Italian 
blood. It was a battle over money, war reparations. “In the last 
three years the British have wreaked havoc on us and on our 
interests; the British are scrounging the fruits of a campaign 


Popolo. But opponents were tortured and killed by the 


Sylvia Pankhurst fascist militia. The anti-fascists appealed for assistance 


for which we have given our blood.” 
Mussolini wrote, “London is threatening to plunge our 
Lira down to the level of a defeated country. London lives 


with a boy who 
is believed to be 
her son with Silvio 


from comrades abroad. Solidarity was promised in return. 
It was in Britain that the best organised anti-fascist 


on rent and rejects everything that disturbs her digestion.” 
More: Britain was hunting the Italians out of their own 
home, the Mediterranean. 

Of course, fascism — the supposed forger of a strong and 
stable nation — would confront the British Empire face to 
face. A mythologised ancient and superior race capable of 
what the Roman Empire had been able to achieve by way 
of conquests would teach Perfidious Albion a lesson. 


Racial 


Mussolini was so keen on stressing the importance of race 
superiority, of “Italianita”, that when the racial laws were 
eventually implemented in 1938 his aides were quick to 
point out, lest the Germans got all the credit, that he had 
been first, way back in 1919, to proclaim that only people 
of the same race could trust one another — “la razza non 
tradisce la razza” (the race does not betray the race) — 
with Italianita as the foundation stone of fascism. 

It was Giovanni Preziosi, a fascist intellectual of that 
period, who translated the notorious antisemitic forgery 
The Protocols of the Elders of Zion into Italian in 1921, the 
same year as the foundation of the Italian Fascist Party. 
In 1922 Preziosi was reported to have held a meeting 
with antisemitic groups from Germany in Milan. And in 
the months before the March on Rome II Popolo d7Ttalia 
was happy to lend credence to reports that some of the 
opposition to fascism was the work of “ebrei nostrani” — 
our local Jews — as conspirators. 

Resistance against fascism was being mounted by 
communists, socialists, republicans and trade unionists 
as well as from a group that called themselves Arditi del 


Corio 


Spring 2018 


movement came about, precisely during the months 
before the March on Rome. It grew out of the group of 
Italians who had taken refuge in London during a wave of 
repression in Italy at the turn of the century. They were 
anarchists, communists and socialists who were quick to 
confront the foundation of the Italian Fascio in London in 
1921, spearhead by two professors at University College 
London and some Italian businessmen. 

They set up the first anti-fascist paper outside Italy, 
Comento, and staged a protest when Mussolini — then 
Italy’s prime minister — arrived in London for his only 
visit in December 1922. These Italians found a champion 
in Sylvia Pankhurst, perhaps the first influential voice in 
Britain to raise the alarm on the pages of the paper she 
edited, the Workers’ Dreadnought. 

Pankhurst, her Italian companion Silvio Corio, and their 
friends did capture the Stefan Zweig moment of history. 
They detected what they called “the menace of fascism”, 
they foresaw an alliance between Italy and Germany and 
even predicted that fascism would lead to war. The trouble 
is that they were few and, although they were raising the 
alarm at the top of their voices, no one was listening. 

Perhaps the only thing they didn’t predict was that 
nearly 100 years later fascism, with no need for a private 
militia and making the most of historical amnesia, would 
renew itself by weaponising language with aggressive 
nationalism and campaigns built on racism, anti- 
intellectualism and the distortion of truth, lowering moral 
standards and making societies vulnerable to populist 
clowns presenting themselves as less sinister than 
Mussolini or Hitler — but ultimately just as dangerous. @ 
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EUGENICS SPECIAL REPORT 
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EUGENICS SPECIAL REPORT 


Sonia Gable introduces our 
eight-page special by tracing the 
connections between German 
Nazis and today’s eugenicists 


The eugenicists come to London 


cademic conferences normally provide an open forum to share 

research and debate ideas. Not so the London Conference on 

Intelligence, the existence of which was revealed in January. 
The conference, on “empirical studies of intelligence, personality and 
behaviour”, is secretive and invitation-only. 

Around the time this story broke came the resignation of Toby 
Young from the board of the Office for Students, the higher 
education regulatory body. The appointment of Young, an advocate 
of the Conservative government’s Free Schools, had been widely 
criticised after it was revealed that he had made offensive tweets 
about women and written articles denigrating working class 
students and disabled people. 

Young also wrote about so-called “progressive eugenics”. Before 
his resignation from the OfS, Young apologised for past offence. 

But his interest in eugenics is not at all in the past. Young 
attended last year’s London Conference on Intelligence, although 
he did not speak. He is also a follower on Twitter of Emil 
Kirkegaard, who has presented papers at the conference, one of 
which was on “differential immigrant group performance”. On 
his own website, Kirkegaard has advocated “a frank discussion 
of paedophilia-related issues” and claimed that having sex with a 
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child drugged to prevent them waking up would not harm the child 
because they would not know anything about it. 

Another speaker in 2015 and 2016 was Richard Lynn, emeritus 
professor of psychology at the University of Ulster. Lynn has written 
extensively about eugenics and racial differences in intelligence 
and is assistant editor of Mankind Quarterly, a journal that over 
its 57-year history has published many articles by eugenicists and 
academic racists. 


Links 


Mankind Quarterly was founded by Robert Gayre, who had 
extensive links with a variety of Nazis, and its second editor was 
Roger Pearson, founder of the shadowy Northern League — as 
Michael Billig explains, see In Mengele’s Footsteps, on page 19. 
We also reproduce here three articles from past issues of 
Searchlight — on academic racism, Robert Gayre’s background, 
and the Northern League’s meeting in Brighton in 1971, which was 
broken up by Searchlight working with the anti-Nazi 62 Group. 
Finally we have an article from the US on the Heritage 
Foundation, which claims to have the ear of US president Donald 
Trump — but once gave Roger Pearson the job of editing its journal. 
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In Mengele's 
footsteps 


Michael Billig exposes the quarterly academic-looking journal whose editorial 
board included the man who mentored notorious Auschwitz doctor Josef Mengele 


t first glance Mankind Quarterly looks like 

any other academic journal. It seems just 

like a standard journal, produced for a small 

readership of specialist academics. But 

over 30 years ago, Searchlight published a 
pamphlet, Psychology, Racism and Fascism, exposing how 
Mankind Quarterly emerged from the murky underworld 
of the far right and sought to make racism, and even Nazi 


has been a 
professor of 


Loughborough 
University since 
1985. He wrote 


race-science, respectable. Given how racist ideas are still Searchlight’s 
being distributed, it’s worth remembering the pamphlet. pamphlet, 
Today, Mankind Quarterly tries to hide its disreputable Psy ch ology, 
background. On its website, the journal declares that it ee and 
i 


“was founded as a quarterly journal of anthropology” to 
study “the interactions between biological and cultural 
diversity”. It goes on to say that it “was first published in 
Edinburgh, Scotland in 1961”. And then it was published 
from 1979 to 2014 “by the Council for Social and Economic 
Studies (chaired by Roger Pearson) in Washington DC”. 

There sounds nothing untoward or suspicious, unless 
you know who Roger Pearson is. But note an omission: the 
website avoids saying who set up the journal in Edinburgh 
in 1961 and who edited it until 1979. The journal has good 
reason for reticence, as anyone familiar with Psychology, 
Racism and Fascism would know. Its editor and founder 
was Robert Gayre, a man well connected with far right 
and fascist circles. 


Germany 


Gayre was born in 1907 and before the Second World 
War he became interested in anthropological and 
biological issues. He was much drawn to the sort of 
“race-science” that was being developed in Germany 
by Nazi “experts” on race. Gayre travelled to 
Germany on a number of occasions to make contact 
with Nazi race theorists and antisemites such as 
Hans Giinther. 

In his book The Racial Elements of European 
History, Giinther praised the worth of Nordic 
racial purity and warned of the perils of Jewish 
contamination: “The influence of the Jewish spirit, and 
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social sciences at 


influence won through economic preponderance, brings 


with it the very greatest danger for the life of the European 


peoples and the North American peoples alike.” 
Giinther’s work was much admired by leading Nazi 
politicians, such as Alfred Rosenberg, head of Hitler’s 
foreign political office and later Reich minister for the 
Occupied Eastern Regions. In February 1941, Rosenberg 
was formally honoured with the Goethe Medal. He told 
Giinther: “Your work has been of the utmost importance 
for the safeguarding and development of the National 
Socialist Weltanschauung,” as reported in the Nazi 
newspaper Volkischer Beobachter, on 16 February 1941. 


Racial homogenity 


Gayre was a great admirer of Giinther and he used his 
work extensively for his own book, Teuton and Slav on 
the Polish Frontier, where he explicitly cited “Professor 
Hans FK Giinther’s authoritative work on German racial 
science”. Gayre took page after page of photographs from 
Giinther’s Rassenkunde Europas to illustrate what he 
called ideal “racial types”. 

Gayre’s book was essentially a recommendation for 
re-drawing Germany’s national boundaries in order to 
“improve the racial homogeneity” of Germany — in this 

way, according to Gayre, “Germany would become 

considerably more Nordic”. 
With that sort of record, it was no surprise that after 

the war, Gayre had to abandon any hope of obtaining a 

respectable university post in Britain. He briefly held a 

position in an Indian university. Gayre never succeeded 

in being accepted as a respectable anthropologist but he 
craved a proper academic reputation. He sued the Sunday 
Times when the paper questioned his anthropological 
expertise but Gayre lost his case. 

He never changed his racist views and, until his death in 
1996, he operated in the murky world of far right cultural 
groups. Also part of this world was Gayre’s old hero Gunther, 
who as part of the postwar process of denazification was 
stripped of his academic posts. Giinther continued writing for 
avery specialist, racist audience. He died in 1967. 
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Gunther was one of the founder members of the 
Northern League, which was established in 1958 by a 
British anthropologist, Roger Pearson. Its aim was to foster 
“the interests, friendship and solidarity of all Teutonic 
nations”. It was intended to be a rallying ground for racist 
and Nazi intellectuals in the inhospitable postwar climate. 
It also provided links between various European fascist 
groups, including some of the most extreme, unrepentant 
pro-Nazi organisations. 

Gayre had links with the Northern League, although it 
is unclear whether or not he was formally a member. The 
Northern League’s magazine, The Northlander, described 
Gayre in August 1968 as “one of the oldest good friends 
of the Northern League”. In 1972, The Northlander sent 
its “best wishes to Prof. Gayre” whom it described as “our 
good connection and friend”. 

When Gayre set up Mankind Quarterly, he filled its 
editorial board with his own “good connections and 
friends”. Many had a background in racist politics. For 
example, Gayre appointed the South African, JDJ Hofmeyr 
as an honorary editorial advisor. 

Even within the context of the racist politics of apartheid 
South African, Hofmeyr was extreme. He wrote for the 
deeply antisemitic South African Observer and in his 
contributions he claimed that the apartheid government of 
South Africa was far too soft. 


Holocaust denial 


Gayre recruited Robert Kuttner, an American biochemist, 
as his assistant editor of Mankind Quarterly. Kuttner 

was also an editor of American Mercury, an overtly racist 
and antisemitic publication. The first issue of American 
Mercury of which Kuttner was an editor contained a piece 
entitled,“That elusive six million”. This was a typical piece 
of Holocaust denial. 

Its author declared: “The Nazis spared the overwhelming 
percentage of Jews.” Kuttner was not the only Mankind 
Quarterly editor who also served on the board of American 
Mercury. Another was Henry Garrett, a notorious 
campaigner against integration in the US Deep South. 

Gayre also recruited professor Corrado Gini, an Italian 
sociologist, to his editorial board. Gini had been a fascist 
sympathiser in Mussolini’s Italy. He was one of the 
speakers at the Convegno per la Cultura Fascista, which 
Mussolini described as a “memorable event in the history 
of Italian fascism”. 

AJ Gregor, in his book The Ideology of Fascism, 
suggested that Gini provided Italian fascism with its 
philosophy of race. Gregor knew what he was talking 
about, having been a regular contributor to the European, 
a magazine published by the British fascist Oswald Mosley. 
Gregor too had served as an editor of Mankind Quarterly. 

Perhaps the most revealing member of Mankind 
Quarterly’s editorial board was Otmar von Verschuer. 
During the Nazi regime in Germany Verschuer was the 
director of the Institute for Genetic Biology and Racial 
Hygiene until 1942 when he became the director of 
the Kaiser Wilhelm Institute of Anthropology, Human 
Heredity and Eugenics in Berlin. 
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possibly practising 
his academic look 


Verschuer’s postgraduate student, Josef Mengele, served 
as camp physician at Auschwitz, conducting notorious 
research programmes on prisoners. 

This research included Mengele deliberately infecting 
young twins with typhus. Verschuer supervised some of 
this Auschwitz research and Mengele sent blood samples 
and body parts from Auschwitz to his supervisor to be 
analysed in his Berlin laboratory. After the war Verschuer 
was lucky to escape prosecution for his supervisory role in 
this research. 

It is no surprise that Mankind Quarterly keeps quiet 
these days about its founder, Robert Gayre, and about 
some of the members of the editorial board that Gayre 
appointed. But there has been a curious but worrying 
reversal of fortune. Mankind Quarterly might now avoid 
mentioning Gayre on its website but it does not appear 
ashamed to say that Pearson was its second editor. 

When Searchlight first published its exposé of 
Mankind Quarterly back in 1979, Pearson was infamous 
for having founded the Northern League. Since then, 
he has attempted to recreate himself within far right 
conservative groups in the US, including the well funded 
Heritage Foundation (see page 25). Along with Mankind 
Quarterly, the publication that he edited for a good 
number of years, Pearson remains a deeply problematic 
figure with secrets to hide. ® 
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University honours race theorist 


From Searchlight, March 1986 


The ancient University of Glasgow has decided to honour a 
man with a long history of involvement in racist activities. 
The university has agreed to name a professorship after the 
notorious Lt Colonel Robert Gayre and is currently inviting 
applicants for “the newly endowed Gayre Chair of Scottish 
Literature”. 

A university spokeswoman told Searchlight that Robert Gayre has 
been giving donations to the university for a number of years. Now 
there are enough funds, which combined with a contribution from 
the university itself, to fund a professorship. The spokeswoman 
said that the university was “entirely happy” to accept the money 
from Gayre, because of his long interest in Scottish literature. 
However she would not comment upon Gayre’s equally long 
interest in racial matters. More fastidious members of Glasgow 
University, as well as prospective applicants, may wish to know 
more about the man whose name is being honoured in this way. 

Gayre’s interest in racist theories stretches back to pre-war days. 
In 1939 he visited Hitler's favourite race theorist, Hans Gunther, 
in Berlin. Gunther was a dedicated antisemite, whose entry into 
academic life was aided by Nazi Party bosses who admired his 
uncompromising theories of Aryan purity. Gunther received the 
Goethe Medal from Alfred Rosenberg, head of Hitler's foreign 
political office. The influence of the Nazi theorist GUnther upon 
Gayre can be seen in the latter’s book Teuton and Slav on the Polish 
Frontier. Not only did Gayre reproduce page after page of Gunther's 
photographs of various “racial types”, but he explicitly praised 
“Professor Hans FK Gunther's authoritative work of German racial 
science”. After the war, GUnther was not considered a fit person to 
hold a post in a German University. 

Gayre’s interest in academic racism has led him into some 
strange company. He contributed an article to the Candour League 
of Rhodesia’s journal in 1967. The Candour League was founded 
by AK Chesterton, the former Mosleyite and first chairman of 
the National Front. Gayre’s links with Chesterton surfaced a year 
later when five members of the Racial Preservation Society were 
prosecuted under the Race Relations Act. All the defendants were 
members of the newly formed National Front. Gayre spoke as an 
“expert” witness for the defence and suggested that it had been 
scientifically proven that blacks were “feckless”. His fellow “experts” 
were equally interesting: Dr John Mitchell of the Greater Britain 
Movement, National Front, etc, and Joy Page of the Immigration 
Control Association and WISE [Welsh, Irish, Scots, English]. 

In addition to testifying for the defence Gayre donated £25 to the 
defence fund. Chesterton publicly thanked Gayre for his efforts and 
Gayre helped Chesterton prepare a booklet about the trial. 

One of the defendants was Alan Hancock, who has a long 
track record in Nazi activities. One of the shadowy organisations 
to which Hancock has belonged is the Northern League. This 
organisation brings together Nazi activists and theorists from 
across Europe. Hans Gunther had been a member. Its magazine 
Northlander described Gayre as one of the “oldest good friends 
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of the Northern League”. Gayre also sent a letter to the Northern 
League meeting held in Brighton in 1970. He regretted that he 
was unable to attend, but offered advice about presenting racial 
theories. Amongst those in attendance were well known academic 
figures such as Colin Jordan and Martin Webster. 

For a number of years Gayre devoted much energy to publishing 
an academic-looking magazine called Mankind Quarterly. This 
magazine specifically aimed to present the racial case. It attracted 
contributions from academic racists such as Dr FJ Los and K 
Magnussen, who were also members of the Northern League. 
Gayre did not waste the opportunity to praise the disgraced 
Gunther. In 1969 he wrote a glowing review of a book by Gunther, 
published by the antisemitic publishing house Britons Publishing 
Company. According to Gayre: “No one could be better fitted to 
discuss the ideas and religious concepts of the Indo-Europeans 
than the late Professor GUnther.” 

An indication of Gayre’s sense of scholarship can be gleaned 
from a remark Gayre made in Mankind Quarterly, July 1975: 
“Anything from the pen of Mr HB Isherwood must command 
scholarly respect.” The late Mr Isherwood, also a member of the 
Northern League and Racial Preservation Society, and an admirer 
of the National Front, wrote a whole series of grubby racist and 
antisemitic pamphlets, which were circulated in Nazi circles. It takes 
a special perspective on academic work to claim that this sort of 
material must command scholarly respect. 

There again, Gayre’s perspective has been an unusual one. 
When he established Mankind Quarterly, he recruited a number 
of academic names to serve as “honorary editors”. Among these 
personages was Professor Dr Otmar Freiherr von Verschuer of 
the University of Munster. Before the war Verschuer had been 
the supervisor of none other than the infamous Dr Mengele, and 
in fact had supervised some of Mengele’s notorious death camp 
“projects”. Unlike Mengele and Gunther, Verschuer was lucky to 
escape the denazification programme after the war. 

Gayre’s interest in racial affairs has continued up until recent times. 
In 1984 it was announced that he was one of the sponsors of WISE, 
the organisation which aimed to provide a bridge between hardline 
circles and the far right of the Conservative Party. Joy Page, who 
had been a fellow “expert” in the race relations trial, was a leading 
light in WISE. The BBC programme Panorama, which blew away the 
respectable pretensions of this organisation in January 1984, revealed 
a WISE meeting filled with National Front members such as Mike Salt, 
Kenneth McKilliam and Lady Jane Birdwood. Antisemitic material, 
denying the reality of the Holocaust, was openly on sale. 

Serious questions must now be asked of Glasgow University. 
We know that British universities are short of cash, but is the 
reputation of scholarship likely to be enhanced by naming a 
professorship after Gayre? In the circles in which Gayre moves, 
perhaps racist and antisemitic nonsense “must command scholarly 
respect”, but surely it is a threat to genuine scholarship to honour 
these values within a proper university. 

@ Following adverse publicity, the University of Glasgow reversed its 
decision to name a professorship after Gayre and returned his funds. 
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The race theorists 


Britain's eugenicists draw intellectually on the key academic figures of Nazi Germany. 
There were personal links too, as this article from the Searchlight archives reveals 


First published in Searchlight May 1984 


he two major components 
of Nazi philosophy 
were: 1) a belief ina 
Jewish conspiracy which 
sought world power, 
and 2) a belief that race was all- 
important in human affairs. Although 
the conspiracy theory was largely 
confined to dedicated NSDAP [Nazi 
Party] members, the belief in race was 
much more widely spread, especially 
in academic and intellectual circles. 
In essentials, a belief in race is 
based upon the assumption that 
different social groups (ie blacks, 
Jews, Germans, etc) have different 
underlying biological qualities, and 
that such biological factors cause 
the groups to have fundamentally 
different temperaments and abilities. 
This belief, which sought to explain 
history and politics in terms of 
biology, was popular amongst 
academics in Europe and the United 
States in the first part of this century; 
the version of this belief that stressed 
the particular qualities of the so-called 
Aryan race was especially popular in 
Germany. 
One school of academics to 
support these racist notions were 
the eugenicists: the German 
Eugenics Society, founded in 1905 
by professor Alfred Ploetz, was 
devoted to research and propaganda 
for the notion that the salvation of 
Germany lay in breeding a stronger 


Society was Archiv fiir Rassen und 
Gesellschaftsbiologie, which attracted 
the support of many high-ranking 
academics, especially biologists and 
physical anthropologists. Many of 
these academics became supporters 
of the Nazi movement, believing that 
Hitler was the only German politician 
likely to put eugenic ideas into 
practice, by wiping out the biologically 
inferior strains of humanity. 

One of the editors of Archiv fiir 
Rassen was professor Falk-Alfred 
Ruttke, who was a lawyer. It was 
Ruttke who drafted the infamous 
Nuremberg Laws, which enshrined 
racist philosophy by forbidding 
intermarriage between Jews and 
Aryans. Another editor, Ernst 
Riiden, professor of psychiatry at the 
University of Munich, collaborated 
with Ruttke on a number of works 
praising the eugenic implications of 
the Nuremberg Laws. In return Riiden 
was awarded special medals by Hitler 
on his 65th and 70th birthdays. The 
editorial board of Archiv ftir Rassen 
also contained Dr Arthur Giitt, who 


was a ministerialdirektor in the race 
department of the ministry of the 
interior and was on the staff of the 
Reichsfthrer SS. Hitler was godfather 
to Gitt’s son. 

The eugenicists were joined in 
creating the intellectual climate for 
the Holocaust by the Nordicists. If the 
eugenicists specialised in formulating 
pseudo-scientific theories about the 
dangers of weakening the biology of 
the race, the Nordicists spent their 
time concocting elaborate theories 
about various races. The career 
of one of the most prominent of 
these theorists, Hans FK Giinther, 
illustrates just how compromised the 
academic racists were with the Nazis. 

Giinther’s works, such as 
Rassenkunde des Deutschen Volkes, 
gained a wide readership in Germany. 
In this work, as in his other widely 
read books such as The Racial 
Elements of European History, 
Giinther outlined his theories about 
the worth of Nordic racial purity and 
the perils of Jewish contamination: 
“The influence of the Jewish spirit, 
and influence won through economic 
preponderance, brings with it the 
very greatest danger for the life of 
the European peoples and the North 
American peoples alike.” 

As well as having a wide popular 
audience, Giinther rose high in 
academic circles. He was elected to 
a full professorship at the University 
of Jena in 1930, and later moved to 
the University of Berlin. His works 
were praised by the rector of Berlin 
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race. The eugenic idea was that Alfred Rosenberg University, Eugen Fischer, an eminent 
only the “racially healthy” would be was head of and “respectable” race scientist with a 
allowed to procreate. Ploetz himself Hitler's foreign worldwide reputation, who nevertheless 


expressed support for Hitler in the 
earliest days of the Nazi regime. 
Giinther was the deputy editor of 
an academic journal published in 
Stuttgart between 1935, two years 


was involved with a number of 
groups like Deutschbund which were 
devoted to pro-Aryan and antisemitic minister for the 
enterprises. Occupied Eastern 
The journal of the German Eugenics Regions 


political office 
and later Reich 
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after Hitler came to power, and 1944. 
Zeitschrift fiir Rassenkunde, as its 
title suggests, specialised in scientific 
studies of race. Many distinguished 
German physical anthropologists 
contributed to the journal and so 

did a number of foreign academics. 
Most contributions to Zeitschrift 

fiir Rassenkunde were of a technical 
nature, looking at racial differences 
using scientific procedures. At 

the same time Zeitschrift fiir 
Rassenkunde regularly reviewed 


books of an explicitly pro-Nazi stance. 


Giinther himself also used to 
contribute to Nazi magazines (for 
example Neues Volk, published by 
the Nazi Party’s “radical politics 
department” and edited by Walter 
Gross, who like Giinther was a 
professor at Berlin University and 
a fanatical antisemite). His work 
was much admired by leading Nazi 
politicians like Alfred Rosenberg, 
head of Hitler’s foreign political 
office and later reichminister for the 
Occupied Eastern Regions. 

In February 1941 Rosenberg 
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formally honoured Gunther, 
presenting him with the Goethe 
Medal. Rosenberg told Giinther: 
“Your work has been of the utmost 
importance for the safeguarding and 
development of the National Socialist 
Weltanschauung,” as reported in 
the Nazi newspaper Volkischer 
Beobachter, 16 February 1941. 
Giinther, together with Eugen 
Fischer, was a guest of honour at the 
inaugural conference arranged for 
Rosenberg’s creation, the Frankfurt 
Institute for Research into the 
Jewish Question, in March 1941. The 
proceedings of the conference were 
uniformly antisemitic. Ginther’s 
colleague at the University of Berlin, 
Walter Gross, set the tone in his 
address entitled “The racial-political 
premises of solving the Jewish 
question”. His “solution” was in 
keeping with the mood of the Fiihrer: 
“We look upon Jewry as quite a realistic 
phenomenon which was exceptionally 
clever in matters of earthly life but 
which likewise is subject to historical 
death. And as far as the historical 
phenomenon of the Jew in Europe is 
concerned, we believe that this hour of 
death has come irrevocably.” 
Rosenberg invited Giinther to the 
International Anti-Jewish Congress in 
1944, which was due to be attended by 
Nazi top brass such as von Ribbentrop 


and Goebbels. Owing to the war 
situation, the congress was cancelled 
at the last moment and Giinther was 
unable to deliver his paper, “The 
invasion of the Jews into the cultural 
life of the nations”. 

After the war Giinther was stripped of 
his university posts, in common with a 
number of the most notorious academic 
racists. Removed from academic life, 
he continued writing and expounding 
his racist views until his death in 1967. 
If his ideas were no longer fashionable 
in respectable academic circles, a new 
forum needed to be found. 

In 1957 the Northern League 
was established by a British 
anthropologist, Roger Pearson. 

This organisation was devoted to 
preserving the cultural aspects 

of fascism, just as groups like the 
National Front were preserving 

its political aspects. Above all, 

the Northern League was to be 

the intellectual wing of post-war 
fascism, where Nordicist and extreme 
eugenicists could find a congenial 
home. One of the earliest members 
was Hans Giinther. As was the case 
before the war, Nordicism was to 

be closely linked to political action, 
and the Northern League, which was 
never intended to be a mere debating 
society, was to have its more sinister 
sides. e 
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Northern League routed 


From Searchlight, November 1971 


T he Daily Express headline read “Jan’s men 
blitzed”. The seeds of this story had been planted 
a year earlier when the notorious Hancock family 
from Sussex invited a small but very influential Nazi 
political and cultural group, the Northern League, to hold 
its annual gathering in Brighton. Searchlight got inside 
this event as did a mole being run by Harry Bidney, the 
62 Group Intelligence officer. 

The audience included nearly all the key players on the 
British far right, ranging from Monday Club officials to 
Peter Ling, a former armed robber, later to be exposed 
as a paedophile, who was Colin Jordan's right-hand 
man for two decades. Martin Webster, the National 
Front activities organiser, was there. He favoured fascist 
infiltration and subversion across British political life, 
while the Monday Club preferred the Maoist slogan, 
“power comes out of the barrel of a gun”. 

We ran the story in Private Eye. The League had been 
set up in the late 1950s by Roger Pearson and a small 
group of former SS men and women, eugenicists with 
a few political activists thrown in for good measure. 
Today Pearson is a millionaire living in the USA, who 
funds much of the work of racist academics. He was also 
a chum of Enoch Powell. By the 1970s the leader of the 
League was a former wartime Dutch traitor, Jan Kruls, 
who dabbled in gun running as a sideline. 

When they announced privately their intention 
to return in 1971, we started to prepare. An ad hoc 
antifascist committee called for the meeting to be 
stopped, but nobody was listening. So the 62 Group and 
a few hangers-on headed south. The Searchlight team 
placed a man with a camera and his 15 year old son in 
the restaurant where the Nazis were having lunch and 62 
Group members sat at other tables. 


After several photos were taken of three ex-SS men 
and their minders, one called the photographer over and 
ordered him to stop or face the consequences. He was 
told, “You are not in Nazi Germany now, sunshine.” When 
he called the photographer a “Jewish subhuman”, the 
Searchlight man spat in his face, called him a Nazi swine, 
turned his back on him and said, “Have a try at that, 
you're good at stabbing people in the back.” As he rose to 
hit the photographer, several mainly ex-service 62 Group 
members weighed in and he and the SS men all ended up 
in hospital. 


Fled 


Jordan had fled the hotel earlier after threatening a Jewish 
Chronicle photographer, Molly Brindl Bowen. He had left 
his bodyguard behind and, on the way out, the Searchlight 
man’s son laid this tough thug out stone cold. 

As the Group retired from the scene they let off 
smoke bombs to add to the confusion. In a stroke of 
genius Bidney walked upstairs into the conference room, 
relieved Kruls of a briefcase full of important documents 
and strolled away. 

Several days later the police arrested a number of 62 
Group officers and their leader Cyril Paskin. More than 
a year later they came to court on the serious charges 
of affray and assault and received suspended prison 
sentences. 

A week after the successful attack on Hancock's SS guests, 
Ms Bowen was seriously assaulted as she went to feed 
her children’s pet rabbits in her garden late at night. She 
suffered serious facial injuries and was kicked unconscious. 
This is how the Nazi cowards fight their battles. 

As the Express reporter wrote the day after the battle, 
the Northern League would not dare hold a meeting in 
the Netherlands, where it was based at the time. After 
28 November 1971 they never dared show their faces in 
Britain either. 


Jewish reporter beaten up in Brighton 


Brandl Bowen, Brighton 

correspondent of the 
Jewish Chronicle newspaper, 
was viciously attacked and left 
unconscious. 

The journalist did not see who 
attacked her but remembered 
hearing a well-spoken man say, 
“This is from our German friends 
— that is for your Jewish thugs and 


[: December 1971 Molly 
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our compliments to the Jewish 
Chronicle.” 

The attack was connected with 
Bowen’s coverage of the Northern 
League’s annual meeting in 
Brighton, where Searchlight and 62 
Group anti-fascist activists pointed 
out that some of those present were 
former SS officers. Three of the 


Germans then present were attacked 


and taken to hospital. 


Bowen had earlier received a 
threatening telephone call from a 
woman with a German accent. A 
similar call was made to another 
person that day asking about 
the reporter’s whereabouts and 
movements. 

It appears that the Northern 
League did not like having its 
activities exposed — and didn’t mind 
getting physical. 
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supremacy and antisemitism. Carto 
would later build the Institute for 
Historical Review into a bastion for 
Holocaust denial. 

He went to several academic posts 
and, while a dean at Montana Tech, 
received a $60,000 grant from 
the Pioneer Fund. That fund was 
founded in 1937 to propagate people 
“descended predominantly from 
white persons who settled in the 
original thirteen states prior to the 
adoption of the Constitution of the 
United States and/or from related 
stocks, or to classes of children, the 
majority of whom are deemed to be so 
descended”. 

It also wanted the dissemination 
of information, into the “problem of 


er of heritage 


British eugenicists have links with the US-based Heritage Foundation, whose policies 
appear to have influence with Donald Trump. Leonard Zeskind explains the links 


S president Donald 
Trump has said Mexican 
immigrants are “rapists”, 
Haitians “have AIDS” and 
Nigerians live in “huts”. 
As for immigrants from Arab countries 
— he wanted them barred completely. 
Most recently, Trump drew back from 
an immigration deal that would include 
people from Haiti and parts of Africa. 
Why should he accept people from 
“shithole countries”, he asked. 

Trump’s racist anti-immigrant 
remarks were once attributed to the 
influence of chief strategist, Steve 
Bannon. But Bannon has recently been 
thrown out the window, because of 
remarks he was quoted as making in a 
book about the Trump White House. 

Now, no one can claim Bannon was 
the cause of Trump’s racism. Into the 
breach comes the Heritage Foundation. 
On 23 January, it claimed that a 
year after taking office, Trump had 
“adopted nearly two-thirds of the policy 
recommendations from the Heritage 
Foundation’s Mandate for Leadership”. 
Key points included: leaving the 


Spring 2018 


Paris Climate Accord, repealing 
net neutrality, reshaping national 
monuments, increasing military 
spending and welfare reforms. 

The Heritage Foundation now 
has an action arm, Heritage Action, 
created in 2010 in response to 
grassroots pressure from the Tea 
Party movement. And it has the 
feel now of an explicitly racist 
organisation, more like it was at its 
founding than when it gained prestige 
during the 1980s. 

Written out of the Heritage 
Foundation’s official history is Roger 
Pearson, who edited its journal, Policy 
Review, from 1977. Pearson was a 
white supremacist and antisemite who 
found his friends in the remains of 
Hitler’s Nazi Party. He was a Brit who, 
during his long career as a “scientific 
racist”, mixed far right activism with 
academic posts, as detailed in the 
features on pages 19 and 22. 

He then moved to the US and joined 
Willis Carto for the magazine Western 
Destiny, where they developed a new 
and obscurantist language for white 


heredity and eugenics” and “problems 
of race betterment”. Wickliffe Draper 
founded the fund after a 1935 visit to 
Hitler’s Germany. Critics have called 
it “a white supremacist foundation 
that specialises in funding ‘science’ 
dedicated to demonstrating white 
intellectual and moral superiority”. 

In 1975, Pearson founded the Council 
on American Affairs. He then went to 
the Heritage Foundation, and while he 
was there chaired the 11th Conference 
off the World Anti-Communist 
League. Finally, he was forced off 
both the Policy Review and WACL by 
a 1978 Washington Post article that 
revealed his continued beliefs in white 
supremacy and antisemitism. 

Between 1981 and 1996, as 
Searchlight has reported, Pearson 
received $869,500 from the Pioneer 
Fund for his Institute for the Study of 
Man. Anti-immigrant organisations 
also received money from this fund. 
Today, it is headed by Mankind 
Quarterly assistant editor Richard 
Lynn, and the white supremacist beat 
goes on. * 
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hird time unlucky. The scum that float on 

the surface of the international extreme right 

will try again to get their act together in April 

with another conference in Scandinavia — this 

time in Stockholm, Sweden. They will be 
hoping for a calmer political atmosphere than at the Nazis’ 
international conferences last year but their hearts will 
sink when they realise that once again Searchlight is hot 
on their trail. 

Public exposure of a Nazi gathering in Stockholm in 
February 2017 exacerbated a brewing internecine squabble 
between two Nazi publishing outfits, Counter-Currents and 
Arktos Media. On that occasion and when Scandza Forum 
hosted an international Nazi meeting in Oslo on 1 July 2017, 
Searchlight alerted the media and anti-fascists in Sweden 
and Norway, and all were able to enjoy the far-right’s political 
blood-letting. We have done the same this time, as well as 
passing full details to those who are battling against internet 
companies that take the Nazis’ cash to host their filth. 

Scandza Forum started off as a small “volkisch” far right 
group registered in Bergen, southwest Norway, which has 
allied itself with Counter-Currents and identitarianism, and 
has attracted wealthy backers. It was little known until it 
took the lead in organising last July’s Oslo conference and a 
further conference in Bergen on 21 October. Greg Johnson, 
who runs Counter-Currents, spoke at both events. 

The latest conference, which will take place on Saturday 
7 April, was officially announced on 27 December on the 
Millennial Woes YouTube channel, Colin Robertson’s alt- 
right video blog. Robertson, a 34 year old Scottish white 
nationalist, regularly hosts Nazis and white supremacists 
on his “Millenniyule hangout”. 

For “security reasons”, tickets to the conference are not 
available to the general public. Those wishing to attend must 
register by email. “Tickets will be granted to those who are 
either already known or whom a trusted person can vouch 
for.” Interested persons are also asked to look at Scandza’s 
Facebook page for “continuous updates”. 


Spreadsheets 


However as Searchlight went to press, only one update had 
been posted, which read: “Stockholm, April 7th: Prepare 

to learn everything worth knowing about spreadsheets... 
and more.” Below was a link to a three-minute video 

titled “Before the Race Wars, There Was the Spreadsheet 
Wars!” featuring Jared Taylor, founder and editor of the 
American white supremacist online magazine American 
Renaissance. 

Taylor is one of five speakers who had been confirmed by 
mid February, a list described as possibly the “strongest ever 
at a Swedish conference”. Potential participants are assured 
that they will all speak in English. Scandza Forum describes 
Taylor as “the leader of American Renaissance which is the 
body that has been most active and consistent over the years 
in organising conferences in the nationalist movement”. 

It adds, “Taylor has written many books, participated 

in innumerable debates, is seen often in the media and 
continues to produce new content. He is probably the most 
sophisticated, urbane, eloquent, and aristocratic speaker and 
debater we have. This will be his first visit to Scandinavia.” 
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The international extreme right is set to 
Stage another Scandza Forum gathering in 
April. Hans Olsen reports from Sweden 


Taylor’s attendance is a clear indication of the importance of 
this conference on the international Nazi and alt-right scene. 

Another is F Roger Devlin, who is billed as: “An 
excellent writer and podcaster who is mostly known for 
the book Sexual Utopia in Power about feminism and the 
consequences of the sexual revolution. He visited Sweden 
in connection with the Identitarian Idea conference in the 
autumn of 2016.” 

Mike Enoch, who also spoke at the Oslo conference last 
July, is described as “The main person behind The Right 
Stuff and perhaps the person most responsible for winning 
new supporters to the nationalist cause and what is called 
the Alt Right.” Finally there is Tom Rowsell, “a popular 
yet scholarly and cultured British YouTuber” resident 
in Sweden. “His channel ranges over anthropology, 
traditionalist thought, and Paganism.” 

There will be a panel discussion after the speeches, as 
this was “perhaps the most successful and popular element 
in the previous conferences”. If the speakers and panel 
discussion is not enough to attract international Nazis to 
Stockholm, visitors are assured that “the whole day should 
be one of socialising and mingling, of eating and drinking, 
of looking at and buying the books and anything else on 
sale. There will be an extensive range of titles available, 
and this will be a good opportunity to have books signed”. 
Books signed by their Nazi authors and lots of booze. What 
more could the modern Nazi conference tourist want? @ 
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Farewell to 


Sivanandan 


The pioneering writer, thinker and campaigner Ambalavaner Sivanandan died in 
January. Playwright David Edgar looks back at his contribution to anti-racism 


T he death of Ambalavaner 
Sivanandan (Siva to all who 
knew him) represents an 
irreplaceable loss to the anti-racist 
and anti-fascist movements. His 
writings on black struggles and — 
increasingly — on the imperialism that 
forged them helped define the politics 
of generations of activists. 

He transformed the Institute of 
Race Relations from an advisor to 
governments into a resource for 
community organisations and victims 
of racism. Renamed Race & Class, the 
institute’s journal remains the leading 
English-language journal on racism 
and imperialism. 

Born in Colombo in 1923, the 
son of a postal worker, Siva left Sri 
Lanka after the 1958 riots — pogroms 
targeting the Tamil population. After 
retraining as a librarian, he was 
appointed to head the Institute of 
Race Relations library in 1964. Eight 
years later, he was to lead a staff revolt 
against the establishment board, thus 
transforming the organisation. 

Two years after that, he became 
editor of the IRR journal, then called 
Race, and renamed it to reflect its 
new Marxist orientation. As editor 
and writer, Siva was to write about the 
IRR’s internal struggle, on the black 
power movement and the intellectuals 
it produced, the black rebellions of the 
1980s and the response of government 
to them, and the changing nature of 
capitalism and imperialism. 

I first got to know Siva and the 
institute when I was researching the 
first draft of a play about the National 
Front. I had done some research in the 
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IRR building — then shared with the 
journal Race Today. Revising the play 
a year or two later, I rang the institute 
to see if I might consult its files on 
what was (for me) the convenient date 
of the following Friday. 

I hadn’t understood that the IRR 
was a membership organisation 
or that it normally closed on that 
day, so was unprepared for Siva’s 
enquiry as to what I thought I had 
done to deserve someone dragging 
themselves in to give me free access to 
the institute’s library on their day off. 
I rearranged my visit and sent off a 
cheque for £25. 

A year or two later, I became quite 
the least qualified member of the 
institute’s council — which, with a 
gap, I have remained. My first piece 
for the journal was an article (later 
a pamphlet) challenging the loose 
way that the word “fascist” was used 
in left discourse. The publication of 
the article clarified my thinking for 
my play but also made a contribution 
(I hope) to the growing campaign to 
categorise the National Front as a 
Nazi organisation. 

The fact that few people remember 
that it was necessary to mount such 
a campaign is a statement not just 
about that period but about Siva’s 
unique political talent, which is 
to prefigure what will become the 
common sense of the age. 

So, in the late 1970s, it was 
commonplace for social democrats to 
challenge the idea that there was such 
a thing as postwar British fascism, 
and, on the Marxist left to make no 
real distinction between fascism 


Sivanandan won 


huge respect for 
his work 


and racism. Having challenged both 
those positions, Siva later took on 
the limitations of multiculturalism, 
and, in his piece attacking racism 
awareness training, the idea that 
racism was about individual attitudes 
rather than social structures. 

His development of the idea of 
institutional racism contributed 
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greatly to the language — and the 
impact — of the Macpherson report on 
the death of Stephen Lawrence and 
the actions of the police. 

Looking back, one of Siva’s most 
extraordinarily prescient articles was on 
the transformation of capitalism by the 
computer, Imperialism and Disorganic 
Development in the Silicon Age, which 
was written as early as 1979. Later 
described as “an epochal change in 
capitalism — at least as significant as the 
transition from mercantile capitalism to 
industrial capitalism”, Siva’s analysis of 
silicon capitalism was to define the rest 
of his writing and thinking career. 

In New Circuits of Imperialism 
(1989) he defined the new condition 
as one in which “the skills have been 
taken into the machines, leaving it to 
the unskilled to operate them and the 
highly skilled to programme them”. 
Crucially, he looked at globalisation 
from the perspective of what he calls 
the periphery, “where capital is at its 
rawest and most extravagant”. 

Over the 20 years I sat on the 
institute’s council, Siva’s thinking 
informed, deepened and often 
challenged my own. On paper, Siva’s 
elegant phrasemaking always enhanced 
the power of his arguments. In person, 
the style was more vernacular, as in his 
dismissal of community policing as the 
police playing “fairy godmother and 
godfather both at once”. 

One of his best jibes was against 
unrepresentative community 
organisations that exploited public 
funding in the early 1980s: “Equal 
opportunity had become equal 
opportunism.” 

Siva was also a novelist — his 
remarkable When Memory Dies won 
the 1998 Commonwealth Writers’ Prize 
for best first book, and he also wrote a 
fine collection of short stories. He could 
occasionally be bellicose, but was mostly 
charming and generous. Underlying 
everything was his belief in a humanist 
socialism, defined in 1989 as, “not 
just an economic project coming after 
capitalism, but an ideology of human 
worth whose time has come... a moral 
creed, a secular faith — tolerant, loving, 
creative, increasing all to increase the 
one”. The IRR and Race & Class are 
enduring legacies. He will be hugely 
missed by the movement to which he 
made such a unique contribution. e 
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Up inarms 
a secret history 


The Jewish contribution to the armed services is 
author Martin Sugarman’s specialised subject 


By Gerry Gable 


or a long time British Jews in 
F:: Second World War were 

viewed in line with antisemitic 
stereotypes as draft dodgers, spivs 
and black-marketeers. In reality, 
the Jewish contribution to the 
armed forces was always far greater 
than their proportion in the British 
population, as the historian Martin 
Sugarman has revealed in a series 
of remarkable books that record the 
role of Jews in the First and Second 
World Wars and as volunteers in the 
International Brigades in the Spanish 
Civil War. 

We Will Remember Them, first 
published in 1989, is a comprehensive 
record of Jews who died in the British 
armed forces from 1939 onwards. 
They included not only British Jews 
but also many volunteers from 


Fi ghting 
~ Back 


Palestine. Edited by Henry Morris and 
Sugarman, the book shows how the 
response from British Jews to the call 
to arms outstripped that of any other 
group in Britain as a percentage of the 
population. 
The role of the Merchant Navy 
in the Second World War is often 
overlooked but the extremely 
dangerous job it did on the frontline 
was crucial to the war effort. 
Sugarman’s latest book, Jews in the 
Merchant Navy in the Second World 
War: Last Voices contains the first 
analysis of Jews in the service and 
includes many “last voice” interviews. 
Despite suffering discrimination from 
other crew members, many Jews won 
awards, and recruits came from all 
over the Commonwealth and Palestine. 
Sugarman details the hidden heroism 
of these volunteers, their sacrifice and 
the service they gave. The book will be 
formally launched in London in late 
March, but is available to buy now. 
The untold story of Jewish 
prisoners of war of the Japanese 
is revealed in Under the Heel of 
Bushido: Last Voices of the POWs 
of the Japanese in the Second 
World War. This amazing work of 
scholarship consists almost entirely 
of previously unpublished material 
gathered from personal interviews 
and archives worldwide. 
Fighting Back: British Jewry’s 
Military Contribution in the Second 
World War highlights Jewish 
participation in the Spanish Civil 
War and the Korean War as well 
as in several theatres of the Second 
World War, including the Battle of 
Arnhem, the civil defence services, 
the Bletchley Park intelligence centre 
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and the Special Operations Executive. 
There is also material on Jewish glider 
pilots, Jewish fire service personnel 
and Jewish chaplains. Sugarman’s 
comprehensive research shows how 
Jews really did fight back, against 
fascism and for democracy and peace. 

Jewish Participation in the Fire 
Service in the Second World War: 
Last Voices tells the stories of those 
courageous Jews, often too old or 
unfit for the military, who played 
a major role in the civil defence of 
Britain in the fire brigade. 

One of them received the only 
George Cross awarded to a London 
firefighter during the war. Many gave 
their lives on the front line during the 


They also supported the anti-fascist 
43 Group, made up mainly of Jewish 
ex-servicemen and women but with a 
substantial non-Jewish membership 
as well. 

Sugarman attended Shacklewell 
Lane primary school and Upton 
House secondary school. He went on 
to graduate from Bristol University 
and then worked for three years as a 
dairy farmer in Israel on a socialist 
kibbutz. He carried out national 


service in the Israel Defence Forces as 


a gunner, before returning to Britain. 
He was a senior teacher in 


secondary schools for over 20 years 
and then an examinations officer in 
further education. 

As archivist of the Association of 
Jewish Ex Servicemen and Women 
(AJEX) for the past 25 years, he 
helped to set up the Jewish Military 
Museum, now based in Camden, 
north London, where he worked 
tirelessly to create a home for a 
history of Jewish service. 

Through his wide-ranging research, 
he has revealed a history that the 
Jewish community could be proud 
of. He was active in the Campaign for 
Soviet Jewry in the 1970s and in the 
field of Holocaust education, playing 
a large part in the presentation 
of the Auschwitz and Anne Frank 
exhibitions in London in the early 
1980s. 

Sugarman is married with three 
children and seven grandchildren and 
still lives in the area of his East End 
roots. He has chaired the Hackney- 
Haifa Twinning Association since 
the 1980s and continues to lecture, 
research and write highly acclaimed 
books. 


ae How British Jews fought fascism 


Sugarman was born into a Jewish 
family in Hackney, east London, 
who had fought Mosley’s Blackshirts 
in 1936 at Cable Street. He was a 
member of the Zionist socialist youth 
group, Hashomer Hatzair, which in 
the early postwar years fought British 
fascists’ attempts to reorganise, 
alongside groups on the left including 
the Young Communist League and 
the Labour Party’s League of Youth. 


Jewish people make up only about one in 200 of the general population of Britain. 


In the Spanish Civil War, Jews formed 15% of the UK Battalion and 25% of the whole of the 
International Brigades fighting against Franco, but only 2% of the European population. 


Out of a Jewish population of 350,000 in Britain in 1939, around 60,000 (17%) served in the 
armed forces, about four times higher than the proportion of the whole population who served. 


Jews formed 1.2% of the Battle of Britain air crew, 2.1% at Bletchley Park, 8.3% of special 
operations agents and staff and 2.2% of the Arnhem Paras. Jewish death rates were considerably 
higher than the average for all these and other units. 
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Through the ages 


A guide to books on fascism and the far right in Britain from Oswald Mosley’s British 
Union of Fascists in the 1930s to the English Defence League in more recent times 


here is a large volume of 
literature on the far right 
in Britain, covering the 
fascist tradition from the 
1920s to the present day. 
But which books should you read? This 
article provides a brief, necessarily 
selective, introduction to the extensive 
bibliography on the UK far right. 
It is aimed at activists and the 
general reader rather than academic 
specialists. Most of the books listed 
here can be bought new or second 
hand relatively easily. 


General histories 


Fascism in Britain: 
From Oswald Mosley’s 
Blackshirts to the 
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William Joyce, 


better known as 
Lord Haw-Haw, 

after his capture 
by British forces 


National Front 2nd Edition 


Richard Thurlow (IB Tauris) 


British Fascism: A 
Discourse-Historical 
Analysis 


John E Richardson, 
(Ibidem-Verlag) 


The Ideology of Fascism 


and the Far-Right in 
Britain 


Mark Hayes (Red Quill 
Books) 


Women and Fascism 


Martin Durham 
(Routledge) 


Thurlow’s book remains the best 
single volume covering the history 
of British fascism from the 1920s to 
the National Front of the 1970s. It 
is impeccably researched, accessible 
and makes effective use of primary 
sources from both the far right and 
the National Archives. 

It is probably the best starting 
point for a reader new to the 
subject, although it now needs to be 
supplemented with other books on 
more recent developments. 

Richardson’s book is more up 
to date and also covers the entire 
history of British fascism but draws 


on discourse analysis to provide an 
interesting examination of far right 
propaganda techniques. 

He provides some great examples 
of how groups such as the British 
National Party used codewords and 
doublespeak to hide their core fascist 
ideology as well as examining their 
use of visual imagery. The book also 
has good sections on gender, the 
environment, economics and violence. 

Hayes’ book also contains a potted 
history as well as a lengthy discussion 
of fascist ideology and the many 
contested interpretations of it. The 
author is a former Anti-Fascist Action 
activist so this is written from a 
staunchly anti-fascist perspective but 
it provides a good summary of theories 
of fascism in a British context. 

Durham’s book is one of the best 
discussions of gender politics in the 
far right and includes examples from 
the British Union of Fascists and the 
NF. As well as exploring the role of 
women within far right organisations, 
he also examines fascist policies on 
birth control, abortion, eugenics and 
women’s rights. 


Interwar years 


Blackshirt: Sir Oswald 
Mosley and British 
Fascism 


Stephen Dorril (Viking) 


Searching for Lord Haw- 
Haw: The Political Lives of 
William Joyce 


Colin Holmes (Routledge) 
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Fascist in the Family: 
The Tragedy of John 
Beckett MP 


Francis Beckett (Routledge) 


British Fascism, 
1918-1939: Parties, 
Ideology and Culture 


Thomas Linehan 
(Manchester University 
Press) 


British Fascism: Essays 
on the Radical Right in 
Inter-war Britain 


Kenneth Lunn, and 
Richard Thurlow, eds. 
(Routledge) 


Fellow Travellers of the 
Right: British Enthusiasts 
for Nazi Germany 1933-39 


Richard Griffiths (Constable) 


Renegades: Hitler's 
Englishmen 


Adrian Weale (Weidenfeld 
and Nicolson) 


Feminine Fascism: 
Women in Britain’s 
Fascist Movement 


Julie V Gottlieb (IB Tauris) 
Sir Oswald Mosley and William Joyce 
(aka Lord Haw-Haw) are the two 


most written about figures in British 
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FASCIST-IN 
THE FAMILY 


The tragedy of John Beckett MP 


fascism and the biographies by Dorril 
and Holmes are by far the most 
impressive works on both. Holmes’ 
biography is scrupulously researched 
and referenced, highly readable and 
does a great job of locating Joyce 
within the wider context of British 
fascism, antisemitism and Nazi fellow 
travelling. 

Dorril’s book demolishes the 
lies and obfuscations cultivated by 
postwar fascists keen to whitewash 
“the great leader”. The sources are not 
included in the book though and it is 
weaker on the post-war era. Francis 
Beckett’s biography of his father John 
Beckett, who moved from the extreme 
left to the extreme right, is a superbly 
written combination of memoir, 
biography and political history which 
reveals much about the motivations 
that drive fanaticism. 

There are several books 
covering the interwar years but the 
monograph by Linehan and Lunn and 
Thurlow’s edited book are strongly 
recommended for the breadth of their 
coverage — looking not only at the 
BUF but Arnold Leese’s virulently 
antisemitic Imperial Fascist League 
and other extreme right groupuscules. 
Linehan also examines the cultural 
aspects of fascism, an approach that 
has rightly become more common 
among scholars. 

Griffiths’ book remains the best 
account of the Nazi fellow travellers 
in elite circles in the UK who favoured 


appeasement as a result of their 
antisemitism or pro-Nazi views. 
Weale’s book is still unsurpassed on 
the British traitors who sided with 
the Nazis during the war. Gottlieb’s 
book fills an important gap in the 
historiography with an impressively 
researched account of female fascist 
activism and the influence of feminist 
ideology and elements of the women’s 
movement on the fascist agenda. 


Postwar revival 


Very Deeply Dyed in 
Black: Sir Oswald 
Mosley and the 
Resurrection of British 
Fascism after 1945 


Graham Macklin (IB Tauris) 


Memoirs of a Fascist 
Childhood: A Boy in 
Mosley’s Britain 


Trevor Grundy 
(Heinemann) 


The British Political 
Fringe: A Profile 


George Thayer 
(Anthony Blond) 


Macklin’s book is the definitive 
account of Mosley’s post war career 
and also an invaluable guide to the 
transnational and transatlantic 
extreme right networks that kept the 
ideological flame alive as they tried 
to adapt to the new realities of a 
“post-fascist” epoch. Grundy’s book is 
a memoir of growing up with parents 
who were fanatical Mosleyites and 

is insightful about the psychological 
attractions of fascism as well as the 
personal cost. Thayer’s book is a 
journalistic account of “extremists” 
of both left (including anti-fascists) 
and right but is still useful for its 
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discussion of the revival of Nazism in 
the UK in the 1960s. 


Nazi subcultures 
Colin Jordan and 


Britain’s Neo-Nazi 
Movement: Hitler's Echo 


Paul Jackson (Bloomsbury) 


The Other Face of Terror: 


Inside Europe’s Neo-Nazi 
Network 


Ray Hill and Andrew Bell 
(Grafton) 


White Riot: The Rise and 


Fall of Combat 18 
Nick Lowles (Milo Press) 


Black Sun: Aryan Cults. 


Esoteric Nazism and the 
Politics of Identity 


RAY HILL WITH ANDREW BELL 
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Nicholas Goodrick-Clarke 


(New York University Press) 


White Noise: Inside the 


International Skinhead 
Scene 


Nick Lowles and Steve 
Silver, eds. (Searchlight 
Publications) 


White Power Music: 
Scenes of Extreme-Right 
Cultural Resistance 


Anton Shekhovtsov 
and Paul Jackson, eds. 


(Searchlight Publications) 


Colin Jordan — often described as 
Britain’s “Nazi Godfather” — was 
the leading figure in the national 
socialist tradition in the UK. Jackson’s 
biography is a thorough account of 
Jordan’s unpleasant career in various 
fringe neo-nazi groupuscules before 
he founded the British Movement 
which became the second largest 
extreme right group (behind the NF) 
in the 1970s. Jordan later became a 
“theoretician” and inspiration to the 
transatlantic extreme right. 

Ray Hill was a leading figure in the 
BM but later recanted on his views 
and worked as an anti-fascist mole 
for Searchlight. His book is a vivid 
description of extreme right wing 
hatred and violence as well as a salutary 
lesson in redemption. Lowles’ volume 
is a fine journalistic account of the rise 
and demise of Nazi street gangsters and 
would-be terrorists, Combat 18. 

Goodrick-Clarke’s book is a well- 
researched and referenced scholarly 
account of the underground Nazi 
groups which have links to radical 
religions, the occult and other esoteric 
trends. The book has a global focus 
but has lots of material on Britain, 
including on the white supremacist 
music scene which is clearly explained 
in the two booklets edited by Lowles 


Edited by Nigel Copsey 
and Matthew Worley 


and Silver and by Shekhovtsov and 
Jackson. The wider subcultures of 
postwar British fascism, including 
music, fashion, racist novels and 
“metapolitics” are explored in the book 
edited by Copsey and Richardson. 


NF and BNP 


The National Front in 
English Politics 


Stan Taylor (Macmillan) 


Contemporary British 
Fascism: The British 
National Party and the 
Quest for Legitimacy, 2nd 
edition 

Nigel Copsey (Palgrave- 
Macmillan) 


The British National 
Party: Contemporary 
Perspectives 


Nigel Copsey and Graham 


Macklin, eds. (Routledge) 
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New British Fascism: 
Rise of the British 
National Party 


Matthew Goodwin 
(Routledge) 


Bloody Nasty People: 


The Rise of Britain’s 
Far Right 


Daniel Trilling (Verso) 


Tomorrow Belongs to 
Us: The British Far-Right 
Since 1967 


Nigel Copsey and Matthew 


Worley, eds. (Routledge) 


The NF was the most successful far 
right group in Britain throughout the 
1970s and Taylor’s book is the most 
accessible academic account providing 
much useful information on the party’s 
electoral performance and ideology. 

The BNP is the most successful 
extreme right party in electoral 
terms in British history and the 
scholarly accounts by Copsey and 
Goodwin provide much telling detail 
on its modernisation programme in 
the first decade of the 21st century 
when it moderated its rhetoric and 
presentation — if not the fascist 
ideology at its core. 

The book edited by Copsey 
and Macklin provides a variety of 
informative perspectives on the 
wider context such as the BNP’s 
relationships with other far-right 
parties at home and abroad, its 
treatment by the media and anti- 
fascist opposition. Trilling’s book is a 
very readable journalistic account of 
the BNP which is particularly strong 
on how disillusionment with New 
Labour contributed to the BNP’s 
growth. Copsey and Worley’s edited 
book examines a range of issues 
connected with the contemporary UK 
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far right including economics, gender, 
transnational links, homophobia, 
Holocaust denial and music. 


UKIP and the English 
Defence League 


Revolt on the Right: 
Explaining Support for 
the Radical Right in 
Britain 


Robert Ford and Matthew 
Goodwin (Routledge) 


English Uprising: Brexit 
and the Mainstreaming of 
the Far-Right 


Paul Stocker (Melville 
House) 


Loud and Proud: Passion 
and Politics in the English 
Defence League 


Hilary Pilkington 
(Manchester University 
Press) 


The Making of Anti- 
Muslim Protest: 
Grassroots Activism 
in the English Defence 
League 


Joel Busher (Routledge) 


Angry White People: 
Coming Face-to-Face with 
the British Far Right 


Hsiao-Hung Pai (Zed 
Books) 


Ford and Goodwin’s deservedly 
award-winning book is the definitive 
analysis of the social, cultural and 
economic underpinnings of the rise of 
the populist radical right party Ukip. 
While it is based on the very best 
political science methodology, the 
authors have taken care to ensure 
that the book is clearly written and 
accessible for non-specialists. It is 
essential to understand the appeal of 
the radical right in the UK to sections 
of the electorate and important 
background context for the Brexit vote. 
Stocker locates this in the longer term 
context of far right ideas and policies 
becoming increasingly mainstream. It is 
particularly strong on the culpability of 
the tabloid media in this process. 
Busher and Pilkington’s books 
on the EDL are both academic 
ethnographies. The authors spent 
time with far right activists in order to 
better understand their motivations 
and worldview. It can be difficult 
when scholars do this as there is a 
risk that they “go native” and end 
up being insufficiently objective but 
both tread this fine line carefully and 
there are some genuine insights into 
the psychological and social elements 
of far right activism. Pai’s book takes 
a similar approach but it is written 
by a journalist and so is an easier, if 
somewhat flawed, read. 


This is an edited version of an 
article that was first published at 


medium.com/@FFRBookSeries 
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Workers 
stand up 


Trade unionists gathered at a 
special conference organised by 
Stand Up to Racism in February. 
Cathy Pound was there 


t was standing room only in the main hall and many 

of the workshops as trade unionists gathered to hear 

about and debate a broad range of issues facing the 

anti-racist movement, at a conference organised 

by Stand Up to Racism for trade unionists on 10 
February. Nine unions had sponsored the event and were 
busy mobilising their members for the anti-racism marches 
and rallies set to take place on 17 March in London, 
Edinburgh and Cardiff and around Europe. 

Delegates heard from the union leaders how the trade 
unions are involved in addressing racism in the workplace, 
looking at issues of representation within the trade union 
movement itself and taking the anti-racist message not just 
to their memberships but into our communities. 

Sam Gurney, the newly appointed SERTUC regional 
secretary, told the audience that trade unions needed to 
ensure that at every level they were representative of the 
workforce in order to be trusted anti-racist and anti-fascist 
messengers. 


Powell 


Unison assistant general secretary Roger McKenzie 
expressed his disbelief that the Wolverhampton Civic 
Trust was proposing a blue plaque to commemorate Enoch 
Powell. Roger had been five years old when Powell made 
his notorious “Rivers of blood” speech, and he remembered 
the names he was called, and the attacks on black people 
on the streets and in their homes following the speech. 
Roger urged us to confront racist ideology among union 
members as well. Speaking to those who agree with us was 
easy, Roger continued, but talking to those who don’t was 
more difficult — especially if we wanted not just to tell them 
they were wrong but to bring them with us and “change their 
minds”. He said, “Let’s be clear. Stand Up to Racism is not 
just a nice little slogan. It has to be a way of life, for all of us.” 
Workshops covered topics from organising migrant 
workers to “NHS for all”, addressing the myth of health 


Trade union 
members get 
ready to march 
against racism 
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tourism and the new requirement to prove nationality 
at the point of receiving treatment. Another workshop, 
“Educating against hate”, looked at different ways of 
including anti-racist messages in schools and colleges. 
Workshops also covered fighting fascism in Britain and 
Europe, fighting Islamophobia, solidarity with refugees, 
and a briefing on the Football Lads Alliance. 

Recurring themes throughout the day were that the 
fight against racism and fascism was a continual struggle. 
Speakers noted that we have been here before, we know 
what we need to do. Briefings about the Football Lads 
Alliance were circulated after the workshop and there was 
a call to leaflet football clubs and try to set up meetings 
with club boards to raise awareness of the FLA. 

FLA flags are being unfurled at matches but where 
clubs have met with anti-racists they have taken action to 
ban the flags. The FLA was due to march in Birmingham 
on 24 March (see pages 8-9) and speakers and delegates 
alike noted that mass mobilisation of a broad community 
coalition was the only way to counter the numbers the FLA 
could potentially command. Trade union members who 
attended FLA events needed to be made aware of who was 
behind the FLA and what their real agenda was. This could 
be done by inviting anti-racist speakers to branch meetings 
and passing resolutions to national union conferences. 

Wilf Sullivan, the TUC’s race equality officer, ended the 
final plenary with a call to mobilise for the 17 March demos. 
To people who asked him, why bother marching as it “never 
changes anything”, Wilf said it was the symbolism that was 
powerful — it was a power struggle. The UN day against racial 
discrimination marked the date of the Sharpeville massacre 
on 21 March 1960 when people marching in apartheid South 
Africa were mown down in the streets. 

It “does matter” that we march, Wilf said. We would 
be marching not only against racism but also for things — 
food, shelter, clothing, justice, truth. “Power to us. We can 
make a change. It is all about power to the people.” C) 


Spring 2018 


Cathy Pound reports on this year’s Holocaust Memorial Day 


Memory and 
meaning 


he power of words — to 

demonise and condemn 

to death or to speak 

out, to defend and to 

remember — was the 
2018 theme of Holocaust Memorial 
Day. How language “has been used 
in the past, and how it is used in the 
present day”. 

Memorial events have looked at 
how words are used by perpetrators 
via propaganda as well to speak out 
against language that demonises and 
dehumanises. 

Words are also needed to 
remember. Anne Frank dreamed 
of being a journalist. She saw that 
you could “go on living” after death 
through the written word although 
she did not realise the diary she wrote 
would immortalise her own short life. 

In London, at City Hall’s Holocaust 
Memorial Day event, Holocaust 
survivor Manfred Goldberg spoke in 
detail of his time in concentration and 
work camps and finally the “death 
march” in which he was one of just 
1,700 who survived of the 5,000 who 
had been marched out of the camp 
seven days earlier. Manfred warned 
that this was not just a remembrance 
of past wrongs, noting today’s political 
climate with a rise in Holocaust denial 
and antisemitism throughout Europe. 

Kemal Pervanic, a survivor of the 
Bosnian genocide, spoke about the 
current political situation, referring to 
the continued denial of the Bosnian 
genocide. Kemal noted that when 
he tells people that we are living in 
“dangerous times” they smile but do 
not take on board the very real threat 
from the rise of far right ideology. 


Spring 2018 


Kemal noted that US president 


Donald Trump’s choice of words in his 


ill-considered and provocative tweets 
made the world a more dangerous 
place for us all. 

Both Manfred and Kemal made 
reference to the explosion globally 
in the use of social media and the 
opportunity it gave for hate speech to 
incite hatred and violence. 

In the UK, the mainstream 
media has also been accused of 
using language that demonises and 
dehumanises. Anti-migrant rhetoric 
has become normalised in many 
mainstream newspapers. 

In 2015 when The Sun printed 
a column that compared African 
migrants to “cockroaches” the UN 
High Commissioner for Human 
Rights issued a statement saying, 
“History has shown us time and again 
the dangers of demonising foreigners 
and minorities... it is extraordinary 
and deeply shameful to see these 
types of tactics being used... simply 
because racism and xenophobia are so 


Children at the 
Auschwitz death 
camp 


easy to arouse in order to win votes or 
sell newspapers.” 

The UN pointed out that the 
demonising propaganda in the rest of 
Europe was usually led “by extremist 
political parties or demagogues rather 
than extremist media”. 

The rise in hate crime has been 
linked by many, including academics, 
to the continued mainstream anti- 
migrant narrative. Research by the UN 
High Commission for Refugees backed 
up the claim that UK newspapers were 
“unique” in their hostility to migrants 
among the newspapers they sampled 
from five European countries. 

A new report, Changing the 
Narrative: Media Representation of 
Refugees and Migrants in Europe, 
from the organisation Refugees 
Reporting, recommends that journalists 
follow five ethical principles: accuracy, 
independence, impartiality, humanity 
and accountability. 


Positive 


Migrant Voice, a migrant-led 
organisation, holds regular media 
training providing the tools to 
present alternative, positive migrant 
stories, as well as encouraging us 

all to challenge and to make formal 
complaints when slurs and lies are 
peddled in the media. 

Stop Funding Hate was set up by 
individuals to mobilise consumer- 
power not just to stop buying the 
Daily Mail, Daily Express and The 
Sun, but to lobby companies that 
advertise in them. 

Holocaust Memorial Day is a 
powerful reminder of what humans 
are capable of doing to each other. 
How we see each other is determined 
by the words used to describe us. We 
need to think, before we speak, about 
our choice of words and the impact 
they will have. 

If our words will be heard or seen 
by many, the responsibility is heavier. 
Freedom of speech carries with it 
responsibility for the impact of that 
speech. As with social media, we 
cannot in reality “take back” what we 
say. Hate-filled slurs and lies remain. 
Correcting the falsehoods does little to 
calm the flames of hatred and distrust. 
That is how propaganda works. We 
need to choose our words wisely and 
challenge others who do not. @ 
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archlig ht supports the 


TUC march & rally 
aturday 12 May - London 


A NEW DEAL FOR WORKING PEOPLE 


by. lh Vey Li 
‘ if 2 Us li 


